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The Nebraska Sports Council conducts 


nearly 75 sporting events every year and has 
helped raise over $10,000 for other Nebraska 
charities. NSC has also provided the expertise to 
help over 21,000 Nebraskans lose over 
57,000 pounds and log more than 8 million 


miles in the past three years. 
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From THE Epiror 


This One 
Got Away Early 


Husker give up 41 points for third 
straight time in Columbia 


THE KICKOFF time was 
moved back to 8:26 p.m. 
(CDT). When the game 
finally began, ESPN’ had 
audio erallieene, so the 
studio team of Rece 


Davis, Mark May and 


Brian Lou Holtz provided com- 
HILL mentary, instead of Ron 
Franklin, Ed Cunningham and Jack 
Arute, who were on the scene in 


Columbia, Mo. 

The audio problems were fixed and 
the telecast continued, but the picture 
certainly wasn’t a pretty one for 
Nebraska fans. 

The expected offensive show was just 
that for the host team, con- 
fident and raring to go 
after an off week. 
Nebraska, — meanwhile, 
never got started. 

Missouri went 80 yards 
in 12 plays to score. The 
Huskers opened with a 
false start penalty, leading 
to a three-and-out. The 
Tigers then went 79 yards 
in 11 plays. It was already 
14-0, Missouri quarter- 
back Chase Daniel was on 
a roll, and the buzz saw 
was just getting started 
before the raucous crowd of 70,049. 

Nebraska, which averaged 35.8 points 
in its first five games, could muster only 
a pair of Alex Henery field goals and 
was out-yarded 606-297. The belea- 
guered Husker defense, on the field for a 
whopping 102 plays a week earlier 
against lowa State, suffered through 85 
snaps from Missouri, which averaged 7.1 
yards per play. Daniel completed 33-of- 
47 for a career-best 401 yards. 

And a week after getting four 


On Tue Cover 

Nebraska quarterback Sam Keller is 
spilled by the Missouri defense. Keller 
passed for 223 yards, but the Huskers 
couldn't find the end zone in a 41-6 
loss in Columbia, Mo. Cover photo by 
Scott Bruhn. 
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turnovers against the Cyclones, NU had 
no takeaways. The Tigers were very 
good, and the Huskers were bad. 

The 35-point defeat marked the third 
consecutive time Nebraska has lost by 
17 or more points in Columbia. Mizzou 
defeated the Huskers by scores of 41-24 
in both 2003 and 2005, This 41-6 thrash- 
ing was the widest margin by Missouri 
since the Tigers won 47-6 in 1947, MU’s 
largest victory margin in the series. 

You can read more about the struggle 
in Columbia in this edition of Huskers 
Illustrated. Junior offensive tackle 
Lydon Murtha is the subject of our fea- 
ture story, and sophomore safety Larry 
Asante answers “10 Questions.” 

While the news wasn’t 
good on the football field, 
the top-rated Nebraska 
volleyball team continued 
to roll, not losing a game 
through its nine 
September matches and 
starting October off the 
same way. Junior Amanda 
Gates, an important role 
player, is the focus of this 
week's volleyball story. 

We've also got a look 
at basketball walk-on Paul 
Velander, a_ three-point 
specialist, and softball 
pitcher Molly Hill, who became the sec- 
ond Nebraska pitcher to lead the Big 12 
in ERA, finishing at 1.05 last season as a 
sophomore. “Notebook” leads off with a 
look at the baseball team’s young pitch- 
ing staff. 

While the softball and baseball teams 
complete their fall practices at their 
Haymarket Park fields, it’s bound to be 
a tough week to the east in and around 
Memorial Stadium. By final margin, the 
41-6 loss was the worst since the 70-10 
debacle at Texas Tech in 2004, Bill 
Callahan’s first year. 

At least six games remain, with the 
next two at home against 3-3 Oklahoma 
State and 5-1 Texas A&M, followed by 
tough road games at Texas and Kansas. 

If this team is to find its stride, now is 
the time. 
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Football, particularly at the major college level, is a 


“pretty mentally challenging sport,” according to 
Nebraska offensive tackle Lydon Murtha. “We all get up- 
tight. We're on edge. So | just kind of lighten the mood, 
you know?” By Mike Babcock 


The Oklahoma State review/Texas A&M preview edition will be 
mailed on Oct. 15. Check for updates at huskersillustrated.com. 
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Stare OF THe HUSKERS 


Growing 
Divide? 


Oklahoma coach says media’s approach 
has taken a negative turn 


WHILE THE RECENT tirade by Oklahoma 
State’s Mike Gundy made for entertaining 
TV and sports talk fodder, it also illustrated 
what appears to be a growing divide 
between members of the media and major 
college football coaches. 

Prior to the age of the Internet and the 24- 
hour news cycle, coaches and reporters often 
had much chummier relationships. For 
instance, former Oklahoma coach Barry 
Switzer would occasionally invite media types to his home 
for a barbecue. 

Judging from Gundy’s highly publicized blow-up direct- 
ed at a Daily Oklahoman columnist for her perceived swipes 
at benched quarterback Bobby Reid — as well as the ensuing, 
reaction of several Big 12 Conference coaches — it seems evi- 
dent that the division between coaches and the press won’t 
be closing anytime soon, 

Oklahoma coach Bob Stoops said he thinks the 
media’s approach to coverage has definitely taken 
a negative turn. 

“T just think there’s more sarcasm and belittling 
or it’s who can be more funny in embarrassing or 
putting someone down,” Stoops said. “I find it 
hard to read the sarcasm in those types of articles.” 

As was Gundy’s contention with the Daily 
Oklahoman column, Stoops said it’s unfair to be 
harshly critical of student-athletes. While you 
could argue that college football players are public 
figures and many of them are on full-ride scholar- 
ships and enjoy many benefits that other college 
students don’t, Stoops disagrees. 

“Regardless of what anyone wants to say, 
they’re student-athletes, and they’re not profes- 
sional players,” Stoops said. “Sometimes, the way 
they’re ridiculed or the way they’re writing articles and talk- 
ing about these kids, they don’t realize that some of them are 
18, 19, 20 years old. 

“They're young kids and most of them — 98, 99 percent of 
them — aren't going to play in the NFL. They’ re just playing 
for their school and trying to do a good job.” 

Nebraska coach Bill Callahan said it isn’t for him to say if 
college athletes should be individually criticized by the 
press. Addressing reporters at a weekly press conference, 
Callahan said he has respect for the media. 

“You're professionals at what you do,” Callahan told 
reporters. “You go into each situation pretty calculated as to 
what you want to get out of a story and how you're research- 
ing a story, so I’ve got a lot of respect for the profession in 
general.” 

Callahan apparently comes from the school of thought 
that criticism is just part of the game when you coach or play 
for a high-profile program. 

“T think everybody that’s in the public light is subjected to 
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B\ 
Bill Callahan says 
learning to deal with 

criticism is important. 


criticism — and praise,” Callahan said. “Your ability to han- 
dle that is really important, and if you let it affect you nega- 
tively, you'll have negative effects.” 

Learning to deal with criticism, Callahan said, is an 
important life skill. 

“That's a good life lesson that will only help them down 
the line when they graduate from the University and go on 
in their own life,” Callahan said. “We all deal with those 
pressures, so I think it’s a great education that they get a lit- 
tle bit earlier in life that can help them.” 

Texas coach Mike Brown believes the coach-reporter rela- 
tionship has taken a darker turn because of changes in the 
media industry. Because nuts-and-bolts game coverage is so 
readily and so quickly available from many different 
sources, Brown said a good friend of his in the media once 
told him that reporters and columnist often opt to craft opin- 
ion and analysis pieces, which often leads to criticism. 

“So what has happened is people are having 
to have different stories and they're more elabo- 
rate,” Brown said. “Negative stories seem to be 
more prevalent than positive stories and coaches 
are about positives. 

“Therefore, their jobs are very, very different.” 

Coaches have developed several different 
ways to cope with intense media scrutiny. The 
No. 1 technique? [gnore it. 

Missouri coach Gary Pinkel said that’s some- 
thing he learned early in his coaching career, not- 
ing that he probably hadn’t read a local newspa- 
per since his second year coaching at Toledo in 
the early 1990s. 

“T just focus on what I do,” Pinkel said. “That 
being said, I have to know what my players are 
reading and hearing. Our (sports information 
director) does a great job of keeping me informed 
about what the climate is out there.” 

Brown, who was heavily criticized for not being able to 
win big games prior to guiding Texas to the national title in 
2005, said he quit partaking in any consumption of local 
sports talk, TV or newspapers about four or five years ago. 

And the Internet? 

“T sure don’t go on the Internet,” Brown said. “Of all the 
things I don’t do, that’s probably the one that started me not 
watching.” 

In sizing up the entire situation, Pinkel said he really 
doesn’t consider there to be a great divide between media 
and coaches. It’s simply the way things have developed, he 
said. 

“The media has got a job to do, too,” Pinkel said. “The 
dynamics have changed, as I analyze it. | don’t think it’s per- 
sonal in any way. It’s just the way it is.” ll 
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FROM THE BEAT 


National 
Attention 


Gundy’s postgame tirade 
part of a strange year in Stillwater 


IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE to tell whether Mike 
Gundy was relieved or upset with his 
Oklahoma State football team after he’d 
watched it give up a school-record 718 
yards and yet, somehow, survive a 49-45 
victory against Texas Tech on Sept. 22. 

The only thing he did immediately after 
the wild result that left his club atop the Big 
12 South Division was shoot his venom at 
Jenni Carlson, a columnist from The Oklahoman. 

Gundy’s postgame session with the media was a three- 
and-a-half-minute tirade aimed at Carlson’s game-day col- 
umn about Bobby Reid. The article suggested that while 
Reid was considered to be the team’s top quarterback, he'd 
been replaced by Zac Robinson because of his attitude and 
questionable toughness. 

Gundy fired back with an emotional out- 
burst that drew him national attention, saying 
three-fourths of the column was “inaccurate, 
fiction.” He added that it was “garbage, and the 
editor who let it come out is garbage.” 

And then he stormed from the podium like a 
teenager in a tizzy, without answering any 
questions about the game. 

Two days later, Gundy said he wished that 
he’d gotten even more off his chest, but that he 
also regretted his actions. 

“Tt just happened because of my feelings for 
the team and the players, and I just felt like it 
wasn’t the right thing,” Gundy said. “I certain- 
ly didn’t do it to receive recognition, and I cer- 
tainly don’t want to take away from this 
upcoming game like it unfortunately took away 
from the last game for the team.” 

Regardless of what he intended, Oklahoma State drew 
a season-high crowd to Boone Pickens Stadium for its 
Sept. 29 game against Sam Houston State. But even after 
that 39-3 victory, things hadn’t really changed that much 
for the Cowboys. 

They still ranked second-to-last, nationally, in pass 
defense (giving up an average of 342.6 yards per game) 
and 97th in total defense (allowing 442.8 yards). 

And even with its 17th-ranked offense, OSU had lost at 
Troy (41-23) and at Georgia (35-21) to fall to 2-10 in true 
road games under the third-year coach Gundy. 

And yet, when the Cowboys headed to College Station, 
Texas, for their Oct. 6 game against Texas A&M, they knew 
a victory would leave them with sole possession of first 
place in the South. 

Yep, it’s been a strange year so far in Stillwater. 

“They need to go out and play well and continue to get 
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Mike Gundy’s post- 
game speech received 
national attention. 


better and better,” Gundy said during a WWLS radio inter- 
view the night before the Sam Houston State game. “We've 
got a long ways to go. You can imagine all the things I’ve 
been sent this week, good and bad. One of the best was 
human beings are just like plants. They grow in the soil of 
acceptance, not the atmosphere of rejection. 

“Our defense is struggling a little bit right now, but we 
have to put them in the soil of acceptance. We're going to 
coach their tails off, make them tackle and work hard and 
not reject them. There is no Plan B in college football. We 
play the guys we got.” 

Despite giving up an unprecedented amount of real 
estate to Texas Tech, Gundy’s team limited the Red Raiders 
to 10 second-half points by stopping six of eight posses- 
sions. 

“The thing I’m proud of is in the locker room at halftime 
we were angry and frustrated, but we gathered 
ourselves,” defensive end Nathan Peterson told 
The Oklahoman. “We stepped up and played a 
fairly good second half. That’s something we 
can build on.” 

Or maybe not. 

Sam Houston State, featuring former 
Oklahoma quarterback Rhett Bomar, gouged 
the Cowboys for 270 passing yards (and 355 
total). The Bearkats also crossed midfield on 
four of their first five possessions. 

Good thing for Oklahoma State tailback 
Dantrell Savage was back in the lineup. 

Savage, a senior who averaged 6.5 yards per 
carry while rushing for 820 yards in 2006, 
strained his groin in the preseason, then suf- 
fered an abdominal strain against Georgia that 
kept him out of the next two games. 

He returned against Texas Tech to gain 130 yards on 25 
carries, then dented Sam Houston State for 115 on just 15 
rushes. 

“You watch. When anybody tackles him, he’s the first 
guy off the ground,” offensive coordinator Larry Fedora 
said. “He is up off the ground and moving back to the line 
of scrimmage, ready to go. Not only does it give our guys 
a boost, but also the other team knows, he’s coming back, 
he’s not getting tired. He definitely gives us a spark.” 

Considering the scene after the Texas Tech game, better 
Savage than the alternative. 

After all, the Cowboys have enough on-field issues to 
settle that they shouldn’t get too distracted by what's being 
written about them. li 


Curt McKeever is a sportswriter for the Lincoln Journal Star. 
In addition to reporting on football, he is the primary beat writer for 
baseball. Curt can be reached at cmckeever@journalstar.com 
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7 Just Kind Of 
Lighten The Mood’ 


By Mike Bascock @ Puotos: ScoTt BRUHN 


ho’s the funniest guy on the Nebraska foot- 
ball team? 

Sophomore linebacker Phillip Dillard 
pondered the weighty question. “I don’t 
know,” he said. “It’s kind of hard to say 
because everyone always sees me as a joke- 

ster.” 

He thought about it. He didn’t want to say himself. 

Senior offensive lineman Jordan Picou is 
funny. OK, so Picou is the funniest. 

Before he could make that his final 
answer, however, he reconsidered. 

The answer had come to him. 
It was obvious now 

“Oh, Murtha. I'd 
Murtha,” Dillard said. 

Lydon Murtha takes 
that as a compliment. “1 
joke around, try to light- 
en things up, have fun,” 
the junior offensive tack- 
le said. “That's kind of 
my personality.” 

Besides, football, par- 
ticularly at the major col- 
lege level, is a “pretty men- 
tally challenging sport,” he 
said. “We all get up-tight. 
We're on edge. So I just kind of 
lighten the mood, you know?” 

wow we 

The mental aspect of the game prob- 
ably held Murtha back until last season, 
according to offensive line coach Dennis Wagner. 

He really didn’t understand his ability, what he was capa- 
ble of doing, and because of that he hadn’t been challeng- 
ing himself as much as he should have been. 

“Each person is different,” Wagner said early in training 
camp. “We all mature at different levels. The light bulb 
really came on for him, I thought, midway through the 
season last year.” 

Murtha started three of the last five games, two at left 
tackle and the other at right tackle, against Auburn in the 
Cotton Bowl. He continued to play well in spring practice. 

In fact, “he had a tremendous spring,” said Wagner. 

Murtha established himself at right tackle, as the offen- 
sive line was shuffled to account for the departure of Chris 


say 
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FEATURING 


Patrick, the starting left tackle most of the season. 

Carl Nicks moved from right tackle to left. Matt Slauson 
moved from right tackle to guard. And Murtha moved 
from left tackle, where he had been Patrick’s back-up. 

Though no position is permanent in the offensive line, 
except of course center, Murtha appears to have settled in 
at right tackle. And that’s where he’s most comfortable. 

“They say right-hand dominant,” he said. “I’m stronger 
at that side, I guess.” 

Otherwise, there is little difference between the two 
tackles. The play-calling is the same. “Just the right tackle, 

I would say, is more the brute tackle,” Murtha 
said. 

His attitude is different this sea- 
son. He has made “a 180,” though 
not necessarily because he’s on 
the right side. “Now that I have 
a starting role, that’s the main 

thing,” he said. 

“I was rotating before, 
and I didn’t really like 
rotating too much. It 

threw me off. It takes 
away your momentum 
during a game. Now that 
I have a starting role, it 
kind of forces you to step 


wow Ww 
Wagner wasn’t sur- 
prised by Murtha’s training- 
camp, Mohawk haircut. 

“We tell our guys we're not 
really into haircuts and telling them 
what they do or don’t do. It’s just (to) 
be respectful, wear something your parents 

would allow you to wear,” said Wagner. 

“Tf we think it’s offending to anyone or we were offend- 
ed, we would tell them. But it’s camp and there are a lot 
worse things we could do than cut a Mohawk in our hair.” 
He spoke in the collective “we.” He didn’t have a 
Mohawk. 

When he played in the offensive line in college he had 
long hair, hanging out the back of his helmet, and for a 
time it was bleached blonde. His offensive linemen have 
seen the photographs. 

As soon as he was married, his wife 
out,” he has said. The hair was cut. 

“Tt wasn’t that long,” Murtha said. “But I give him crap 
about it.” 


straightened me 
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In addition to the training-camp 
Mohawk, shaped by Slauson with a 
razor, Murtha has dyed his hair red 
and worn what he calls a “skunk 
Mohawk,” a white stripe dyed down 
the middle of hair otherwise dyed 
coal black. Last year during the win- 
ter, his hair was cut in a mullet. He'll 
try anything. 

“They say your mom’s dad, if he 
goes bald, you will, right? Well, | 
won't have my hair much longer, | 
guess, so I can do whatever I want 
with it,” he said. “I’ve shaved it every 
which way.” 

The best he’s had? “Probably the 
mullet. I like mullets,” he said. 

we ow 

Murtha might have been the most 
prominent member of coach Bill 
Callahan's first recruiting class. He 
was the Gatorade Player of the Year in 
Minnesota as a_ senior, on a 
Hutchinson High team that included 
Cornhusker teammate Nate Swift and 
Minnesota quarterback Tony 
Mortensen. 

Recruiting analyst Tom Lemming 
rated him the nation’s top tackle 
prospect. He committed to Minnesota 
during his junior year in high school, 
and most recruiters backed off. 
Nebraska came in late, convincing 
him to visit in January of 2004, a 
month before letters of intent could be 
signed. 

Murtha changed his mind. He had 
committed too early, “not knowing 
the aspects of it,” he said. Minnesota 
“wasn’t right for me. The campus was 
too big, the whole works.” 

Nebraska seemed a good fit. Swift 
told him he would like it, but didn’t 
try to sway him. 

“No one really hassled me, 
Murtha said. 

He arrived with high expectations, 
not so much his but those of fans. And 
it appeared he might play without 
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redshirting, something offensive line- 
men almost never did at Nebraska. 

Those expectations were quickly 
doused, however, when he was 
injured in a freak accident early in 
training camp. A piece of practice 
apparatus, “the chute,” fell on a calf. 

Other injuries have hampered his 
progress, too. 

“I’m kind of a train wreck,” he 
said recently when asked to recount 
them. “Wow, | had my knee scoped. I 
had surgery on my shoulder, tore that 
out, had surgery on my nose. 

“Let’s see, since I’ve been here, I 
think that’s about it.” 

The “chute” accident wasn’t the 
most unusual, though. A couple of 
days before the 2005 Spring Game, he 
was leaving Memorial Stadium on 
his mo-ped when he collided with a 
car making an unexpected U-turn, “I 
call it a ‘motorcycle’ accident,” he 
said. “It sounds a little more tough.” 

He suffered a torn meniscus but 
played in the Spring Game. His dad 
confiscated the mo-ped. 

“1 think the car was damaged 
more than my mo-ped,” Murtha said. 

Even without the injuries, he prob- 
ably would have needed time to 
adjust to the college game. Recruiting 
hype creates considerable pressure, 
as he quickly learned. 

“L used to get pretty down,” said 
Murtha. “I tried to make a good 
impression. Any player who goes toa 
big school wants to make a good 
impression on the whole state. You're 
playing for such a good program you 
want to do the best you can. I really 
put it on myself to perform. 

“If I screwed up at all, I'd get 
down about it.” 

A player his size — 6-foot-7 and 
300-plus — can dominate in high 
school. He might line up against a 
190-pound defensive tackle. But 
that’s not the case at the collegiate 


level. 


“In college, everyone's got the best 
players,” he said. 

Recruiting rankings contribute to 
unreasonable expectations. 

“A lot of people look at how many 
stars you are, this and that,” said 
Murtha. “For instance, I think I was a 
four-star or five-star, I don’t quite 
remember. But ‘top tackle in the 
nation’ . . . I came in here and didn’t 
do anything until now. Just my junior 
year I’m really starting to play well, 
live up to expectations, while Matt 
Slauson, who had no awards and 
wasn’t really recruited, he’s just dom- 


Junior Lydon Murtha has settled in as the starting right tackle, after spending most of his first 


two seasons on the left side. He started three games in 2005 and three in 2006 at left tackle. 


inating. 

“So you've got to come in, just be 
humble and work as hard as you 
can.” 

Ww oe wy 

Hockey was Murtha’s first love in 
athletics. As he remembers it, he was 
on skates about the age of 3, soon after 
his family moved to Minnesota. That 
stands to reason. Minnesota is a hock- 
ey state, though his hometown, 
Hutchinson, is an exception. High 
school football has an edge on hockey 
there. 


He was a good skater, still is for 
that matter. But he doesn’t get many 
opportunities these days. There’s no 
place in Lincoln for open skating, and 
even if there were, he doesn’t have 
the time. 

He goes to Lincoln Stars hockey 
games when he has time. He enjoys 
watching hockey, in person. He won’t 
watch it on television. As a rule, he 
doesn’t watch any sports on televi- 
sion. 

“Believe it or not, I’m not a huge 
sports fan,” he said. 


But when he’s home, he'll go to 
see the NHL’s Minnesota Wild. 

Hockey is “pretty simple,” he said. 
“It's just passing the puck around. 
You have to be really athletic, and 
you see some of these guys, how they 
control the puck, hit people . . . it’s a 
great game.” 

He wasn’t as big as he is now, of 
course. He quit playing hockey his 
junior year in high school. But size 
doesn’t always define a player on ice. 
“TIL tell you what, those little guys 
who fly around, they're the ones that 
are hitting you and hurting you. | 
used to love getting in little fights,” 
he said. 

“Guys get in trouble a lot in hock- 
ey, doing dirty things. Those little 
guys would hip-check you and you’d 
fly into the boards. I broke my collar- 
bone twice, hurt my knee once.” 

He was a defenseman, but “I prob- 
ably tried to handle the puck more 
than I should have,” he said. 

Was he a budding Bobby Orr, the 
Hall of Fame defenseman for the 
Boston Bruins? 

“No, | wasn’t born in 1920,” said 
Murtha. 

wow Ye 

He was born in Homestead, Fla., 
in 1985. His dad was stationed at the 
Air Force base there. A couple of 
years after his family moved to 
Minnesota, Hurricane Andrew swept 
south Florida. 

“Tt wiped out the entire Air Force 
base,” he said. “So basically we 
moved just in time.” 

His family has returned to Florida 
many times to visit relatives there, as 
well as to vacation. 

“I love Florida, love it,” he said. 
“It’s a great place.” 

He’s been to Disney World proba- 
bly 10 times. It’s also a great place, 
though he would still avoid the ‘It’s a 
Small World’ ride, “with all those lit- 
tle dolls. That really creeps me out,” 
he said. 

“I try to stay out of there as much 
as I can. I usually have nightmares.” 

He’s a funny guy, who belongs in 
Minnesota. 

“I probably couldn’t go there 
(Florida) now because I’m sweating,” 
he said after practice on a mild 
September afternoon. “I’m soaking 
wet if it’s 70 degrees. 

“T need cold, 
Minnesota.” 


so 1 prefer 
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ebraska coach Bill Callahan talked to Larry Asante 
about playing running back. “A little bit,” Asante 
said. “But I told him I couldn’t play running back. 
I'ma safety.” 

He wasn’t always a safety, however. In high school, his 
focus was on running back. And he was good enough at the 
position that Virginia offered him a scholarship. 

Had he met Virginia’s entrance requirements, he’d proba- 
bly be playing running back there now. But he went to 
Coffeyville (Kan.) Community College instead, still expecting 
to be a running back. 

The problem was Coffeyville had plenty of running backs 
and not enough safeties. Asante also had played some safety 
in high school, so he made the switch. And he hasn’t looked 
back. 

Though safety was his position, he often lined up as a line- 
backer, too, playing well enough to earn junior college All- 
America honorable mention and a four-star ranking from 
Rivals.com. 

Former Cornhusker running back Brandon Jackson was 
among those who served as a recruiting host when he visited 
Lincoln. “Just getting to know Brandon was probably one of 
the reasons I committed to the school,” Asante said. “I loved 
the school. And I loved the coaches.” 

Had he not come to Nebraska, he probably would have 
transferred closer to a school closer to home, Virginia Tech or 
Clemson. But “it wasn’t really about location,” he said. 

“It was the best place for me, where I was going to fit in.” 

He arrived at mid-term and went through spring practice. 
And because he redshirted his first season at Coffeyville, he 
still has two more seasons as a Cornhusker. 

Oh yes, he earned a place on the Big 12 Spring Honor Roll, 
too, 


“ *300." It’s just basically underdogs versus, 300 Spartans 
against a million Persians. Just the storyline behind it, I loved 
it. It’s about 300 men working together as one, working for one 
common goal. It’s kind of like football where you have 11 on 
the field working to accomplish one goal. So it relates to foot- 
ball. That’s why I like the movie so much. I saw it in the the- 
ater, and I’ve got it on DVD.” 


“Spaghetti, that’s what I like. I just love spaghetti.” 
“T'll have to say Menelik Holt; he’s the funniest guy on the 
team. He’s always cracking me up. He says a lot of funny stuff. 


Look at him, he’s laughing right now.” 


“I would have to go with rock climbing. I’ve never done it, 
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and I like to do new things. I’ve done bungee jumping. Sky 
diving, I’d never do that. Bungee jumping was scary.” 


“The movie ‘300.’ The theme song we play when we come 
out of the Tunnel Walk. I just get chills every time I hear the 
song. They play it in the locker room before we go out. I’ve 
heard it over a hundred times, and every time I hear it, I get 
chills. I would have to have that on my iPod.” 


“I'd take them to Washington, D.C., show them that. It’s a 
unique place, real nice. I’m only 10 minutes away from there. 
It’s just the environment, the scene. The White House is right 
there, the Pentagon. It’s just a beautiful scene to show 
tourists.” 


“Basketball, 1 played basketball in high school, either a 
shooting guard or a small forward. I played through my sen- 
ior year. I gave that up. I had to put my main focus on football. 
I was getting looked at by some Division II schools, but I left 
that alone. I ran track to get better at football.” 


“I would say Ronnie Lott. | would just want to know how 
he did it, how he went about doing things because he was a 
very successful safety. I'd learn as much as I can about playing 
safety because he’s been through it. He excelled at it. I’d want 
to know what his keys were, how he got to be the legend he 
is.” 


“Sleep. It was a small town, nothing really to do so get as 
much rest as you can, watch film, watch the next opponent. 
Pretty much that’s all you could do.” 


“Spaghetti, it would have to be spaghetti. My mom, she 
makes the best spaghetti. I don’t know what she does. I don’t 
mess with cooking too much. I just love spaghetti.” 


(Johnny Rodgers’ career-receiving records, once seemingly unbreakable, are 
likely to fall in the not-too-distant future, under an assault facilitated by coach 
Bill Callahan’s West Coast offense. This season, Huskers Illustrated takes a 
look at the all-time best receivers, as senior Terrence Nunn continues to climb 
on the all-time receptions list, topped by Rodgers.) 


WILSON THOMAS (1999-2002) No.9 6-6,213 Omaha, Neb. 


Thomas was a big-bodied wide receiver, the type on which coach Bill 
Callahan has placed a premium. He finished his career at No. 6 on the school’s 
all-time receptions list with 68, despite catching only one pass in his first two 
seasons. He backed up Matt Davison and was used as a blocker, with the lone 
reception coming against Kansas (for an 8-yard gain) in 2000. With Davison 
gone in 2001, Thomas became Heisman Trophy winner Eric Crouch’s favorite 
target, leading the team in receptions with 37 for 616 yards, a school record 
for wide receivers at the time. Only wingbacks Johnny Rodgers and Irving 
Fryar had seasons with more receiving yards. Thomas was an exceptional ath- 
lete. In fact, he was just the second to score 2,000 or more points on the per- 
formance index at Nebraska's summer football camps. The first was Ahman 
Green. The performance index included point totals from the 10- and 40-yard 
dashes, the vertical jump and agility run. Thomas didn’t play football in high 
school until his junior year at Omaha North. He was a basketball player first 
and was good enough to play basketball at Nebraska as a sophomore and jun- 
ior. He started three times in 2002 and had a double-double (12 points, 11 
rebounds) against Missouri. 


10 FROM OKLAHOMA 

(Victor Stachmus was Nebraska's first schol- 
arship recruit from Oklahoma. But the line- 
man from McAlester was diagnosed with 
leukemia and never played for the 
Cornhuskers. Richard Triplett, from Enid, 
earned letters as an end in 1920 and 1921. 
And Phillip Dillard, who's from Tulsa, is in the 
regular rotation at linebacker now. Here are 
10 others who came from Oklahoma and let- 
tered.) 


Zac Taylor (OB, 2005-06), Norman 

Adam Blankenship (DE, 2005), 
Tulsa 

Jason Lohr (DL, 1998-03), Tulsa 

Josh Brown (PK, 1999-02), Foyil 

Jon Rutherford (OL, 1998-01), 
Midwest City 

Josh Heskew (C, 1995-98), Mustang 

Kareem Sears (RE, 1996), Enid 

Mike Minter (DB, 1993-95), Lawton 

*Jason Pesterfield (DL, 1992-94), 
Pauls Valley 

Will Shields (OL, 1989-92), Lawton 


*walked on 


SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY 

(Concerns that the walk-on program 
would go away under Bill Callahan have 
been alleviated. During his tenure, these 
players have walked on and earned scholar- 
ships.) 


Fall 2007 
Dan Erickson — Omaha, Neb. 


Summer/Fall 2006 
Todd Peterson — Grand Island, 
Neb. 
Brandon Rigoni — Lincoln, Neb. 
Ben Eisenhart — Culbertson, Neb. 
Andy Kadavy — Seward, Neb. 


Winter 2006 
Matt Slauson — Colorado Springs, 
Colo. 


Fall 2005 
Grant Mulkey — Arlington, Texas 
Matt Schroeder — Belden, Neb. 
Joey Robison — Bertrand, Neb. 
Lane Kelly — Omaha, Neb. 


Summer 2005 
Newt Lingenfelter — Plainview, 
Neb. 
Blake Tiedtke — Cedar Rapids, lowa 


Fall 2004 
Sam Koch — Seward, Neb. 


Spring 2004 
Brandon Koch — Gothenburg, Neb. 
Shane Siegel — Grand Island, Neb. 
Kellen Huston — Ankeny, lowa 
Dusty Keiser — Norfolk, Neb. 
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RECRUITING 


Bo 2008 class 
| includes top 

prospects 

on offense 


By Rick Shaw 


n today’s college football 
world, you need to be able to 
score a lot of points to win con- 
sistently. With high octane 
offenses being the rule, a team needs 
had thrown for 566 yards and five touchdowns through four games this year. _ to be able to score and score fast if it 


NEBRASKA GommitMeENTS For 2008 


Player 5 Ht. Wt. 40 Hometown (School) 

Will Compton 214 | Bonne Terre, Mo. (North County) 

Sean Fisher 210 i Omaha, Neb. (Millard North) 

Blaine Gabbert 226 i Ballwin, Mo. (Parkway West) 

Bryce Givens 257 b Denver, Colo. (J.K. Mullen) 

Jonas Gray 213 i Detroit, Mich. (Country Day) 

Eric Harper 220 if Marrero La. (John Ehret) 

Ricky Henry 300 i Omaha, Neb. (Burke/North Dakota State 
College of Science) 

265 i Glendora, Calif. (Citrus CC) 

190 : San Francisco, Calif. (City College of SF) 

295 i Harlan, lowa 

195 i Mesa, Ariz. 

185 i Crete, Neb. 

222 y Santa Ana, Calif. (Mater Dei) 

225 i Costa Mesa, Calif. (Orange Coast CC) 

210 i Omaha, Neb. (Westside) 

325 i Wichita, Kan. 

204 . Overland Park, Kan. (St. Thomas Aquinas) 

218 2 Columbus, Ohio (McKinley) 

290 A Lincoln, Neb. (Southwest) 

David Whitmore 190 : Port Arthur, Texas (Memorial) 

Josh Williams 220 : Denton, Texas (Ryan) 

D.J. Woods 6-0 169 Strongsville, Ohio 


For more daily recruiting information, visit Huskerslllustrated.com, a member of the Rivals.com network. 


Tyson Hetzer 
Adrian Hilburn 
Dan Hoch 

Keelan Johnson 
John Levorson 
Cameron Meredith 
Shaun Mohler 
Collins Okafor 
Darius Parish 
Kyler Reed 

Doug Rippy 
Baker Steinkuhler 
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aspires to battle for championships. 

Nebraska coach Bill Callahan and 
his staff understand the importance 
of fielding a team with plenty of 
offensive punch. The Huskers have 
built one of the nation’s most 
impressive collections of offensive 
backfield talent for their recruiting 
class of 2008. 

Any great team must have a star- 
caliber quarterback calling the sig- 
nals, and Blaine Gabbert appears to 
fit that bill. Rated the nation’s No. 2 
pro-style quarterback and No. 14 
recruit overall (five stars) by 
Rivals.com, the 6-foot-4, 226-pound 
athlete from Parkway West High 
School in Ballwin, Mo., appears to 
have everything it takes to be a star 
in college. 

Named the Most Valuable Player 
at the EA Sports Elite 11 
Quarterback Camp this past sum- 
mer, Gabbert caught the eye of a 
number of college — coaches. 
However, his May pledge to 
Nebraska trumped — scholarship 
offers from Oregon, Tennessee, 
Alabama, Missouri, Iowa and oth- 
ers. The blue-chipper from the 
“Show-Me State” said he had his 
heart set on playing for the 
Cornhuskers. 

“I kind of knew Nebraska was 
the place for me when I went there 
the first time,” Gabbert said. “That 
has stayed true, and I haven't really 
second guessed myself at all. 
Coming up on game day to watch 
Nebraska take on USC reinforced 
that even more. The fan support was 
unbelievable along with being 
around the coaches and the players. 

“1 have a very good relationship 
with coach (Shawn) Watson, and I 
believe he will help me achieve my 
goals as well as the team’s goals. I 
want to reach the top level at the 
University of Nebraska, personally 
as well as our team. I strongly 
believe that we can go all the way. I 
feel that Nebraska is building that 
right now, and with this recruiting 
class we can and will do that.” 

Gabbert passed for 1,523 yards 
and 20 touchdowns as a junior, earn- 
ing first-team all-area honors. He 
also used his legs to run for 458 
yards (7.8 yards per carry) and eight 
scores. 

“Ym a prototypical drop-back 
passer by my looks, but I have an 


RECRUITING NOTES 
Texas Lineman 


Enjoys NU Visit 


By Sean Stevens 


n early April, Nebraska secured the oral commitment of Elkhorn, Neb. 
offensive guard Trevor Robinson (6-foot-6, 304 pounds). The Rivals.com 
four-star recruit chose the Huskers over Michigan and Notre Dame. 
However, in July Robinson reopened his recruitment and has yet to make 
a final decision among those three schools. 

While Nebraska is still hoping to regain Robinson’s pledge, it has not 
stopped recruiting other players at his position. One such player is Brandon 
Thompson (6-6, 280) of The Woodlands, Texas, who was in Lincoln for an official 
visit during the Iowa State game. 

Thompson’s interest has been high ever since he 
received his Nebraska scholarship offer. 

“1 was just really excited because I know the tradition 
they have there and the football program,” Thompson said. 
“I mean the program for offensive linemen there is one of 
the best, I know that.” 

Nebraska is not the only program pursuing Thompson. 
He also sports offers from Oklahoma State, Purdue, Texas 
A&M and Texas Tech, among others. The Huskers hold a 
slight lead over Northwestern and Texas A&M. 

“I really like Nebraska,” he said. “It such a great pro- 
gram for my position, and they have such a strong follow- Brandon Thompson 
ing. It’s a great college town.” 

He visited Lincoln with his father and came away impressed. 

“I was just pretty much blown away by everything,” Thompson said. “It was 
extremely nice. Everything went great. It puts them as one of my top choices 
right now.” 

Although he’s being recruited primarily for the offensive line, analysts 
believe that Thompson could play on either side of the ball in college. That 
makes him even more valuable for NU’s class. 

He will take one more official visit to Purdue in early October before making 
a final choice. 

Given Thompson's versatility, it is possible that both Robinson and 
Thompson could be Huskers on Signing Day. 

@ One player who Husker fans had hoped would join the program was line- 
backer Kenny Demens (6-1, 224) of Detroit, Mich. Late in the summer, it 
appeared that the Huskers were in the driver’s seat for Demens’ pledge, howev- 
er, things changed when Michigan offered a scholarship to Demens in early 
August. 

Demens grew up ina family full of Wolverine fans, but his teammate and best 
friend, running back Jonas Gray (5-10, 213) committed to Nebraska. Demens also 
built relationships with other Nebraska commitments, which made his choice 
even more difficult. 

In the end, Demens chose his home-state school over the Huskers and 
Michigan State because of the opportunity to play near his mother. 

“T was at church, and the preacher was speaking about staying home and it 
really touched me in a special way. That’s what I was waiting for. When I got 
home I was just thinking and my mom walked into the kitchen and I said ‘Mom, 
I’m going to Michigan.’” 

@ Nebraska now looks forward to hosting Aldine, Texas, linebacker Anthony 
Lewis (6-2, 210) in early November to possibly fill the spot that Demens was 
expected to hold. 
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extremely strong arm 


and I’m extremely 
accurate,” Gabbert 
said. “Vm also 


extremely fast. If you 
look at me, you’d not 
say I’m very fast, but I 
can usually run in the 
4.5 range in the 40. 
That’s something a lit- 
tle extra that helps.” 

The athlete from 
Missouri got off to a 
bit of a slow start to 
the 2007 season, 
throwing for 566 
yards and five touch- 
downs (against four 
interceptions) in his 
first four games. He 
completed less than 50 
percent of his passes. 

“The first few 
games, we were get- 
ting our feet wet as a 
team,” Gabbert said. “Once we get 
into a groove as a team, we'll be pret- 
ty hard to stop.” 

One player that has been difficult 
to slow down, let alone stop, during 
his prep career is running back Jonas 
Gray. The 5-10, 213-pound athlete out 
of Country Day High School in 
Detroit slowed down long enough to 
deliver an oral commitment to 
Nebraska in early August. 

“1 chose Nebraska because of the 
personable staff, the excellent facili- 
ties and the college football atmos- 
phere,” Gray said. “And also the tra- 
dition of winning one and off the 
field — 63 Academic All-Americans, 
ranked among the nation’s best of all- 
time in NCAA history, five national 
championships and the tradition of 
having great running backs — Mike 
Rozier, Ahman Green, Johnny 
Rodgers, Roger Craig and Brandon 
Jackson. 

“Tt was just the overall tradition of 
winning on and off the field and the 
excellence and tradition that were my 
main reasons for choosing Nebraska. 
Also, when I went there, I just kind of 
got that gut feeling. I was looking for 
that gut feeling at every place that | 
went to. I said that if I got that gut 
feeling | would probably cut my deci- 
sion early. | heard from many recruits 
that once you go to Nebraska, it is like 
no other place and they were exactly 
right.” 
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Jonas Gray (left) of Country Day High School in Detroit and Collins Okafor of Omaha Westside are the run- 
ning back prospects in Nebraska's 2008 class. 


Rated the nation’s No. 4 running 
back and No. 36 recruit overall (four 
stars) by Rivals.com, Gray chose the 
Huskers after carefully considering 
scholarship offers from a host of other 
big-time programs, including Florida, 
Michigan, Louisville and Wisconsin. 

Gray earned first-team all-state 
honors as a junior after rushing for 
1,252 yards and 19 touchdowns. 
Through his first five games of the 
2007 schedule, Gray rushed for 881 
yards and 11 touchdowns on only 111 
carries. 

A unique blend of power and 
speed (Gray ran a 4.3-second 40-yard 
dash at the Michigan Camp this past 
summer), the speedster from Big Ten 
Country should challenge for imme- 
diate playing time when he reaches 
Lincoln. 

A second big-time back committed 
to Nebraska is Collins Okafor of 
Omaha Westside High School. The 6- 
1, 210-pound athlete was one of the 
first prospects to commit to the 2008 
class, announcing his decision back in 
October of 2006. 

“Coach (Randy) Jordan just made 
me feel welcome, and | like how he’s 
talked to me about how he uses his 
(running) backs,” Okafor said. “I felt 
like we believe in the same theory for 
backs — that a running back should 
be complete. They should be able to 
run, catch, block, use their eyes, have 
good vision and break tackles. I also 
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like how he (Jordan) uses all of his 
backs.” 

Okafor did a little bit of everything, 
as a junior en route to earning first- 
team all-state honors. Most notably, 
he ran for a school record 1,865 yards 
and 16 touchdowns. 

In four games this season, Okafor 
has 177 carries for 862 yards and eight 
touchdowns. 

Rated the No. 38 prospect in the 
country (three stars) by Rivals.com, 
Okafor has been a frequent visitor to 
Memorial Stadium this fall. He was 
one of many recruits in attendance at 
Nebraska’s game against USC in 
September. Although the Huskers lost 
that game, Okafor said he remains a 
solid commit. 

“I'm ready to get pads on and go,” 
Okafor said. “When you commit to a 
team, you stay committed and you 
don’t take official visits. I felt stronger 
(after the visit) than ever because the 
way we ate together as a group, and 
all that. It just felt unified and really 
good.” 

Nebraska is doing everything it 
can to ensure that future teams have 
the firepower to put a lot of points on 
the scoreboard. With blue-chippers 
committed at quarterback and run- 
ning back, it certainly is off to a solid 
start. i 


For more daily recruiting information, visit 
huskersillustrated.com, a member of the 
Rivals.com network. 
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Callahan, Keller say 
Huskers must get 
past difficult loss 


By Mike Babcock 
Photos: Scott Bruhn 


he postgame atmosphere was typical. Not 

much different about that. It’s always this 

way in Columbia, Mo. The large semi that 

would carry the Nebraska football team’s 

equipment back to Lincoln was backed up 

to the locker room entrance and the rumble 
of its engine overwhelmed the interviews conducted near- 
by. 

In addition, as if on cue, the Missouri marching band 
passed close by on its way out of the stadium, drums 
pounding. “It’s really hard to carry on a dialogue,” 
Nebraska coach Bill Callahan said. 

He was surprisingly patient considering what he had 
just witnessed. 

More than once a reporter had to repeat a question. 
Noise permeated the warm air. 

Postgame interviews are nearly 
impossible here. And the late hour 
magnified the discomfort. But still 
the questions came. And_ still 
Callahan answered, though as often 
as not in generalities. 

“We're going to have to put this 
one behind us quickly,” he said. 

More clatter from unseen people came over the con- 
crete walls. 

“It’s really difficult to hear,” said Callahan. More wait- 
ing. 

One difference on this particular night was that 
Missouri fans didn’t storm the field afterward. They did- 
n't even have the courtesy to pull down the goal posts, to 
pretend it was a big deal. That was accomplished by offi- 
cial personnel, armed with long poles. They were ready as 
the final seconds ticked off the clock. 

But there was no urgency to bring down the poles. It 
was just another victory at Faurot Field. 

Only a handful of interview subjects came to the tent 
set up for that purpose. The last was Cornhusker quarter- 
back Sam Keller, who was uncharacteristically subdued. 

I’m extremely disappointed,” he said. “I can’t really put 
my finger on it. It’s just a horrible, horrible feeling. I take 
it on myself because when it comes down to it, I’ve got to 


18 OCT. 13, 2007 


Nebraska quarterback Sam Keller is hit by a pair of Missouri 
defenders. The MU defense, which had struggled earlier this sea- 
son, sacked Keller twice and had one interception. 


make the plays to keep this team in it. 

“T just feel bad that I couldn’t do that tonight.” 

Nebraska managed only two field goals, the first on its 
second possession, after falling behind 14-0 and driving to 
the Missouri 9-yard line, where it faced third-and-2. 

Keller’s pass, intended for Todd Peterson, was incom- 
plete, and the Cornhuskers settled for three points. 

“Three points is all fine. You want to score points,” 
Keller said. “But you really go down there to score touch- 
downs. And we couldn’t score any tonight. Once again, I 
take that on myself. 

“We've just got to be men about it and stay together.” 

That would be a recurrent theme during his 5-minute 
session. 


“One loss is one loss,” he said. “We got blown out, and 
it hurts. It just really, really hurts. It hurts all of our guys. 
We're just going to go back this week and practice, stay 
together and go to work next week, love playing football, 
love each other. That’s the key. We can’t let this drag on 
into next week and the week after that.” 

The Cornhuskers return home for games against 
Oklahoma State and Texas A&M before finishing with 
three of their final four games on the road. Six games 
remain to get things turned around. 

“We have to be men about this, just focus on one game 
at a time, one practice at a time, one rep at a time,” said 
Keller. “So we just have to stay together. And I’m going to 
do the best I can to make sure that happens.” 

Maybe having to settle for the first field goal was a turn- 
ing point in the game. Maybe being unable to stop 
Missouri on its first two drives was a turning point. But for 


RUSHING OFFENSE 

Since 2005, 15 players have rushed for 100 or 
more yards against Missouri, including eight who 
had career-high totals. This season, Mississippi's 
BenJarvus Green-Ellis rushed for 226 yards against 
the Tigers and Illinois State’s Geno Blow rushed for 
116 yards, on only 21 carries. Missouri ranked 71st 
nationally against the run going into the game. 
Nebraska managed 74 yards. 


PASSING OFFENSE 

Missouri ranked 104th nationally in pass defense, 
an area in which the Cornhuskers should have been 
able to attack. Sam Keller completed 25-of-43 for 
223 yards with one interception. He was sacked 
twice and hit on several other occasions. And he 
didn’t throw a touchdown pass, after throwing at 
least two in each of the last three games. 


RUSHING DEFENSE 

Missouri ran often enough and effectively 
enough to keep Nebraska off-balance defensively. 
More to the point, perhaps, the Tigers averaged 5.4 
yards per rush. “We had guys in position time after 
time after time,” coach Bill Callahan said. “I’m not 
pointing fingers. I’m just giving them (Tigers) cred- 
items 


PASSING DEFENSE 

Missouri went into the game ranked second in 
the Big 12 and sixth nationally in passing offense, 
so there’s no surprise here. Chase Daniel was mas- 
terful, completing 33-of-47 for 401 yards and two 
touchdowns, without an interception (though the 
Cornhuskers dropped a couple) and no sacks. No 
pressure, no hope of containing the Tigers’ talent- 
ed receivers. Tight ends Martin Rucker and Chase 
Coffman combined for 15 catches for 184 yards and 
the two touchdowns. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Cornhusker punter Dan Titchener came through, 
averaging 42.8 yards per punt. But Missouri's 
Adam Crossett was even better, averaging 46 
yards. The Cornhuskers’ Alex Henery kicked two 
field goals. But so did Missouri Jeff Wolfert. Plus, 
the Tigers scored a touchdown on a fake field goal 
attempt. “In each phase, we didn’t do well tonight,” 
Callahan said. And he included special teams. 


Missouri has scored 41 points 
against Nebraska in each of the 
last three games at Columbia. The 
Tigers went into the game averaging 42 points, 
fourth-best in the Big 12 and 12th in the nation. 
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PURIFY’S PERSONAL TRAGEDY 

Senior wide receiver Maurice Purify’s availability for the game was in 
doubt throughout the week. Purify’s girlfriend, 20-year-old Reia Shapiro, died 
in a one-car accident in southern California on the day of the Cornhuskers’ 
game against lowa State. Shapiro was a student at Pasadena City College. 

“It just stinks,” quarterback Sam Keller said when asked about it. “It real- 
ly does. There’s no other way to put it. You're talking about something that’s 
life. | mean, we're talking about football here, and that’s the coolest, funnest 
thing to talk about, and then life happens. You just feel for the guy. All | can 
do is be there for him, just like the rest of the team and the coaching staff.” 

Purify’s brother, Ronald Spears, was shot to death in Oakland, Calif., in 
late August. 


RUNNING THE SCOUT TEAM 

Sophomore Zac Lee, who appears to be headed for a redshirt, directed 
the scout-squad offense in preparation for the Tigers — and apparently 
directed it well in his role as Chase Daniel. 

Defensive coordinator Kevin Cosgrove complemented Lee on his 
strength as a passer. Offensive coordinator and quarterbacks coach Shawn 
Watson agreed, with a qualification. 

“He's got a quick trigger and is a heck of a passer,” said Watson. 
However, if he were to say Lee had the strongest arm among the Cornhusker 
quarterbacks, “the four other guys would want to fight me. 

“He's got a strong arm; let's put it like that. He would be in the strongest 
category.” 


TRAVEL 

Junior defensive tackle Ty Steinkuhler and junior defensive end Clayton 
Sievers were not included on the Cornhuskers’ 70-player travel roster. Both 
are sidelined by injuries. 

DEFENSE — (End) Pierre Allen, Andy Poulosky, Zach Potter, Barry Turner; 
(Tackle) Shukree Barfield, Kevin Dixon, Brandon Johnson, Ben Martin, 
Ndadumkong Suh; (Linebacker) Lance Brandenburgh, Major Culbert, Phillip 
Dillard, Blake Lawrence, Corey McKeon, Steve Octavien, Bo Ruud, Latravis 
Washington, Tyler Wortman; (Cornerback) Prince Amukamara, Anthony Blue, 
Zack Bowman, Cortney Grixby, Andre Jones, Armando Murillo, Anthony West; 
(Safety) Larry Asante, Ben Eisenhart. Tierre Green, Eric Hagg, Matt O'Hanlon, 
Rickey Thenarse, Bryan Wilson. 

OFFENSE — (Wide receiver) Dan Erickson, Frantz Hardy, Menelik Holt, 
Terrence Nunn, Niles Paul, Todd Peterson, Maurice Purify, Nate Swift; (Tight end) 
Sean Hill, Mike McNeill, Josh Mueller, J.B. Phillips, Hunter Teafatiller; (Offensive 
line) Brett Byford, Jacob Hickman, Mike Huff, D.J. Jones, Lydon Murtha, Carl 
Nicks, Jordan Picou, Matt Slauson, Mike Smith, Keith Williams; (Quarterback) Joe 
Ganz, Sam Keller, Patrick Witt; (I-back) Quentin Castille, Cody Glenn, Roy Helu, 
Marlon Lucky; (Fullback) Thomas Lawson, Andy Sand. 

SPECIALISTS — (Long-snap) Justin Baumgartner, T.J. O'Leary; (Place-kick) 
Alex Henery, Adi Kunalic, Jake Wesch; (Punt) Dan Titchener. 


BRIEFLY 

@ Senior cornerback Andre Jones was back in action after missing the 
lowa State game because of a suspension for unspecified reasons. 

@ The Kansas City Star quoted Missouri safety “Pig” Brown as saying of 
the Cornhuskers, “We've got to kill those guys. | just want to kill them. We 
need to beat them by three touchdowns or more.” 

@ The loss ended Nebraska's eight-game winning streak against the Big 
12 North Division, dating to the 2005 season. 

@ Nebraska has now lost its last three games at Columbia. The home 
team has won the past six games in the series, dating to the Cornhuskers’ 
36-3 victory at Columbia in 2001. 

@ Nebraska still has dominated the series, one of college football's old- 
est, 63-34-3. 

@ Missouri was ranked higher than the Cornhuskers for the second con- 
secutive year but for the first time at Columbia since 1969, when the No. 7 
Tigers defeated NO. 20 Nebraska 17-7. 

@ Nebraska and Missouri are now tied at 5-5 in games in which both 
teams were ranked in the Associated Press Top 25. The Cornhuskers won the 
last time, 20-13 in 1978. 

@ Nebraska’s roster includes four players from Missouri: wide receiver 
Chris Brooks (St. Louis), tight end Mike McNeill (Kirkwood), offensive line- 
man Keith Williams (Florissant) and place-kicker Daniel Lee (Kansas City). 
Lee, a transfer from Vanderbilt, is redshirting. 

@ The game’s 8:15 p.m. start time for ESPN was the latest a Nebraska 
game had begun since 1996, when the Cornhuskers lost at Arizona State 19- 
0. That game began after 9 p.m. Lincoln time. Mf 
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Nebraska’s Tierre Green (30) knocks the ball away from Mis: 


sure the Cornhuskers’ first 
play from scrimmage was an 
indication of what was about 
to happen in a place that 
once considered winning 
against Nebraska worth 
some destruction of univer- 
sity property, beginning with 
the goal posts. 

Cortney Grixby returned 
the kickoff after Missouri's 
first touchdown 22 yards to 
the Cornhusker 30-yard line. 
Before Nebraska could run a 
play, however, it was penal- 
ized for a false start. 

“We have to stay poised 
as a unit,” Keller said. “I take 
that on myself, too. It has to 
come down to focus. It really 
does. We have to be ready for 
that situation. We need to 
really buckle down. 

“T think it just comes 
down to me being louder. We 
just have to be prepared.” 

By then, the noise had 
subsided, more quickly than 
usual, and not because of the 
late hour. 


NU I-back Marlon Luc! 


y looks for running room. Lucky had 17 carries for 67 yards. 


OFFENSE 

All things considered, Nebraska’s receivers 
played well, coach Bill Callahan said. “We just 
aleldt see enough consistency across the 
board.” He mentioned Maurice 
Purify, Nate Swift and Marlon 
Lucky, in particular. Lucky again 
led the way with seven catches 
for 56 yards. He also rushed for 
67 yards. Purify’s availability was 
in question throughout the week 
because of the death of his girl- 
= - friend in California the previous 
Maurice Purify = Saturday. But he played and 
caught five passes. Swift and tight end Sean Hill 
each caught four passes. 


DEFENSE 

Crediting anyone on a defense that allows 606 
yards and 41 points might seem incongruous. 
But linebacker Lance Brandenburgh did stand 
out with his effort. The junior from Overland 

5 my Park, Kan., was credited with 10 
tackles, as was linebacker Bo 
Ruud. “| felt we had a good game 
plan going in,” said 
Brandenburgh. And the mistakes 
the Cornhuskers made _ on 
defense are “correctable.” 
Cornerback Zack Bowman made 
eight tackles, and punter Dan 
Titchener was credited with six 
tackles, a total that might come as a surprise. He 
wears No. 97 as does defensive tackle Kevin 
Dixon — who was credited with one assist. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Redshirted freshman Alex 
Henery kicked two field goals and 
is now five-for-five on the season. 
Adi Kunalic put two of his three 
kickoffs in the end zone for touch- 
backs, a good thing considering 
the Tigers’ Jeremy Maclin is a 
breakaway threat. And Cortney 
Grixby did well returning kicks, 
and he had plenty of opportuni- 


L. Brandenburgh 


Alex Henery 


ties. 


Junior defensive tackle Ty Steinkuhler and jun- 
ior defensive end Clayton Sievers didn’t make the 
trip to Columbia because of injuries. Tony 
Temple, Missouri's leading rushing for the sea- 
son (and No. 6 in the conference) left the game 
with an injury and didn’t return. He carried only 
three times. But the Tigers were still able to run 
the ball effectively. 
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Game STATS 
[ Scomma | 


Oct. 6, 2007 
Faurot Field Columbia, Mo. 
Attendance 70,049 


Nebraska 3 3 to) 0 
Missouri 14 6 14 7 


First Quarter 
MU Daniel 1-yard Run 


(Wolfert Kick) 10:15 0 
Drive: 12 plays 80 yds 4:45 


MU Coffman Pass from Daniel 6-yards 
(Wolfert Kick) 04:57 0 
Drive: 11 plays 79 yds 3:04 

NU_ Henery 26-yard Field Goal 00:49 3 
Drive: 10 plays 53 yds 4:00 

Second Quarter 

MU Wolfert 23-yard Field Goal 05:28 3 
Drive: 12 plays 75 yds 4:32 

NU Henery 39-yard Field Goal 01:51 6 
Drive: 14 plays 54 yds 3:32 

MU Wolfert 33-yard Field Goal 00:09 6 
Drive: 10 plays 55 yds 1:35 

Third Quarter 

MU_ Daniel 3-yard Run 
(Wolfert Kick) 11:08 6 
Drive: 6 plays 64 yds 2:03 

MU Alexander Pass from Daniel 48-yards 
(Wolfert Kick) 06:51 6 
Drive: 6 plays 79 yds 1:32 

Fourth Quarter 
MU Rucker Pass from Saunders 10-yards 


(Wolfert Kick) 12:52 6 
Drive: 12 plays 67 yds 4:50 


NU 

Total First Downs 20 
Rushing 4 
Passing 14 
Penalty 2 
Rushing Attempts 25 
Yards Gained Rushing 89 
Yards Lost Rushing 15 
Net Yards Rushing 74 
Net Yards Passing 223 
Passes Attempted 43 
Passes Completed 25 
Had Intercepted 1 


Percent Completion 


7 


7 


20 


27 


34 


4) 


Yards per Attempt 
Yards per Completion 8.9 12.1 
Total Offensive Plays 68 85 
Total Net Yards 297 606 
Avg. Gain Per Play 44 rail 
Fumbles: No-Lost 1-0 0-0 
Penalties: No-Yards 10-57 9-79 
Punts: No-Yards 5-214 2-92 
Avg. Per Punt 42.8 46.0 
Avg. Net Punt 41.2 46.0 
Punt Returns: No-Yards 0-0 1-8 
Kickoff Returns: No-Yards 8-167 1-26 
Interception Returns: No-Yards 0-0 1-0 
Fumble Returns: No-Yards 0-0 0-0 
Miscellaneous Yards 0 oO 
Possession Time 28:20 31:40 
Third-Down Conversions 6-16 10-15 
Percentage 37.5% 66.7% 
Fourth-Down Conversions 0-1 1-1 
Percentage 0.0% 100.0% 
Sacks By: No-Yards 0-0 2-12 
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The Nebraska defense chases Missouri quarterback Chase Daniel (left), who passed for 401 


yards and rushed for 72. 


RUSHING 

No Gain Lost Net Avg TD Lg 

Lucky 7 7 3 67 39 0 17 

Purify 1 8 oO 8 80 0 8 

Nunn 1 4 0 4 40 0 4 

Glenn 2 1 0 1 05 0 1 

Keller 4 6 2 6 15 0 4 

Total 25 89 #15 74 30 0 17 
PASSING 

Att Comp % Int Yds TD Lg 

Keller 3 25 «58.1 1 223 0 #18 

Total 43 25 581 1 223 0 18 
RECEIVING 

No Yds TD Lg 

Lucky ri 56 oO 18 

Swift 4 50 0 17 

Hill 4 4 0 (15 

Purify 5 40 0 4 

Hardy 2 20 220~=«12 

Erickson 1 6 0 6 

Glenn v4 6 0 6 

Total 25 2230 «18 

PUNT RETURNS 
No Yds TD lg 
Total 0 o 0 oO 
KICKOFF RETURNS 

No Yds 1D tg 

Grixby 5 10 oO 35 

Jones 1 26 Oo 26 

Teafatiller 2 21 oO an} 

Total 8 167 0 35 
PUNTING 

No Avg lg Blk TB FC 50+ In20 

Titchener 5 428 47 0 1 Oo 0 z 

Total 5 428 47 0 1 o ° 2 

FIELD GOALS 

Made Att Lg Blkd 

Henery 2 2 39 «0 

Total 2 2 39° «0 
DEFENSE 

Solo Ast Tot TFL Sack PD FF FI 


Brandenburgh6 4 10 00 00 0 
Ruud 5 5 10 051 00 0 
Bowman 5 3 8 00 00 3 
Green 3 4 7 00 00 0 
Titchener 4 «= 2 «6 (00 000 
Dillard 3 2 5 00 00 1 
Potter 3 2 5 22 00 0 
Grixby 2 2 4 00 00 1 
Jones 2 2 4 00 00 O 
Murillo 2 2 4 050 00 1 
McKeon 1 2 3 00 00 7 
West 2 1 3 00 00 0 
Wilson 2 1 3 00 00 0 
Asante 0 2 2 00 00 0 
Eisenhart 2 0 2 00 00 0 
Wilson 1 1 2 00 00 O 
Turner 2 0 2 00 00 0 
Amukamara 1 oO 1 00 00 0 
Dixon 0 1 1 00 00 0 
Poulosky 1 0 1 00 00 0 
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STICS 
RUSHING 
No Gain Lost Net Avg TD Lg 
Daniel i (72 0 72 65 2 29 
Maclin 6 53 0 53 88 0 18 
Washington 3 18 O 18 60 0 8 
Goldsmith 3 7 0 7 (57 0 8 
Patton 2 4 0 14° (7.0 o 1 
Woods 2 W 0 1 5.5 0 10 
Jackson 3 8 0 8 27 0 4 
Rucker 3 5 1 4°13 0 3 
Temple 3 0 2 2 -0.7 i) 0 
Total 36 198 3195 54 2 29 
PASSING 
Att Comp % Int Yds TD Lg 
Daniel 47 -33°—«70.2—=COi Ta 8 
Saunders 1 1 1000 0 0 1 10 
Patton 1 0 00 oO 0 0 0 
Total 49 34 694 0 411 3 48 
RECEIVING 
No Yds = TD Lg 
Rucker 9 109 1 26 
Coffman 6 75 1 26 
Maclin 4 62 0 26 
Alexander 3 56 1 48 
Franklin 6 56 0 20 
Saunders 3 28 t) 12 
Temple 1 20 0 20 
Ray 1 5 0 5 
Goldsmith 1 0 0 ) 
Total 34 ait 3 48 
PUNT RETURNS 
No Yds TD tg 
Maclin 1 8 o 8 
Total 1 8 oOo 8 
KICKOFF RETURNS 
No Yds TD Lg 
Maclin 1 2% oO 2% 
Total 1 26 oO 26 
PUNTING 
No Avg Lg Blk TB FC 50+In 20 
Crossett 2 460 48 0 oO 0 0 2 
Total 246.0 48 0 0 0 0 2 
FIELD GOALS 
Made Att Lg Bikd 
Wolfert 2 2 3 © 
Total 2 2 33 0 
DEFENSE LEADERS 
Solo Ast Tot TFL Sack PD FF FR 
Weatherspoond 5 9 05:0 00 0 0 0 
Moore 3 5 8 12 00 0 0 0 
Bridges 6 1 7 00 00 0 0 0 
Christopher 3 3 6 0.5-1 00 0 o 0 
Alexander 3 2 5 17 17°20 0 0 
Brown 3.2 5 00 00 1 0 O 
Chavis 3 1 a 15 15°40 1 0 
Sulak 1 3 4 00 00 0 0 0 
INTERCEPTION RETURNS 
No Yds TD Lg 
Brown 1 oO oO 0 
Total 1 o o o 


G NoGain Lost Net Avg TD Lg Yd/G 
Lucky, Marlon 6 125 658 26 632 5.1 6 41 1053 
Castille, Quentin 6 30 122 0 122 41 3 18 203 
Glenn, Cody 4 26 8 9 77 30 220 192 
Helu, Roy 2 10 39 0 39 39 013 195 
Culbert, Major 4 5 35 0 35 70 117 88 
Ganz, Joe 20P leer Sige ORE AG EAT B= N09 bere7i5 
Purify,Maurice 5 1 8 O 8 80 0 8 16 
Nunn, Terrence 6 3 4 14 -10-33 0 4 -17 
Keller, Sam 6 17) 19' 551 32-19 0 4 5.3 
PASSING 
G AttComp %Int Yds TD Lg YD/G 
Keller, Sam 6 228 146 640 8 1720 9 73 2867 
Lucky, Marlon C/O 1s 941) 100.0) 101 20) 1) 20s 
Ganz, Joe 2eilamI000N0) 18510 19 
RECEIVING 
G No Yds Avg TD Lg Yd/G 
Purify, Maurice 5 24 308 12.8 1 38 «61.6 
Lucky, Marlon 6 35 261 75 1 20 435 
Swift, Nate 6 20 256 128 1 21 427 
Hill, Sean G Thi ye) 2 See ea ee 
Nunn, Terrence 6 7 219 129 0 30 365 
Hardy, Frantz 6 9 142 158 0 60 237 
Peterson, Todd 6 9 12 139 2 21 208 
Glenn, Cody 4 6 52 87 O 19 130 
Erickson, Dan Gay pda GR wctT5) = (0) 19 eont7.7. 
McNeill, Mike el 320m 200m 2583 
Teafatiller, Hunter Bisa 21 70 enOlriiim 142 
Castille, Quentin Cheah 15s oO vOmIsn. 215 
Sand, Andy GAN HGS eetb Ope rOmn ibis e 25 
Young, Dreu 4 1 14 14.0 0 14 3.5 
Lawson, Thomas (dete (Oe Oe p= 2.5 
Paul, Niles sheen 6 Seam Olas OG. 1210) 
Phillips, J.B. Chere Glatt 6O 1a Ole =a Gi=—-1.0, 
Helu, Roy 2a lem aees 01m 0-6 -e 25) 
Brooks, Chris aoe meter dyeere 40 0 4 410 


Grixby, Cortney 
Jones, Andre 
Nunn, Terrence 6 


KICKOFF RETURNS LEADERS 


No Yds Avg TD Lg Yd/G 
Grixby, Cortney 6 22 559 25.4 0 51 932 
Jones, Andre 5 8 175 21.9 0 631 35.0 
PUNTING 
G No Avg tg Bik TB FC50+In 20 
Titchener, Dan Beez Se een 2) mata a 
Henery, Alex Gin ety, sSZ0a2he 2002 0) 40, 1 
FIELD GOALS 
G Att Made Lg Bik 
Henery, Alex 6 5 5 39 ) 
Kunalic, Adi 6 1 1 46 0 


DEFENSE LEADERS 


GTack Ast Tot TFLSackPD FF FR 
Ruud, Bo (parte GEL, CU OC EC et Beemer 
Octavien, Steve 6 27 10 37 5-28 04 2 0 O 
Asante, Larry Stan iS me 20 meso peICOMLOOp ets “ire 0 
Murillo, Amando 6 18 10 28 00 00 4 0 O 
McKeon,Corey 6 13 14 27 36 00 3 0 1 
Potter, Zach 6 15 12 27 7:17210 0 1 1 
Dillard, Phillip 6 177 9 2% 00 00 2 0 Oo 
Brandenburgh,L. 6 17 8 25 00 00 0 0 O 
Bowman, Zackary 5 16 6 22 00 00 3 0 O 
TEAM STATISTICS NU OPP 
Total First Downs 146 136 
Rushing 45 52 
Passing 87 73 
Penalty 14 11 
Total Net Yards 2636 2649 
Total Plays 453 462 
Yards Per Play 5.8 57 
Yards Per Game 439.3 441.5 
Rushing Attempts-Yards 223-877 238-1143 
Yards Per Attempt 3.9 48 
Yards Per Game 146.2 190.5 
Pass Att.-Comp.-Int. 230-148-8 224-126-7 
Passing Yards 1759 1506 
Yards Per Completion 11.9 12.0 
Yards Per Game 293.2 251.0 
Punting: No.-Avg. 26-41.5 30-412 
Fumbles-Lost 75 11-3 
Penalties-Yards 38-293 42-357 
Sacks By-Yds. Lost 6-34 7-45 
Third-Down Conversions 39-88 43-95 
Conversion Pet. 44.3 45.3 
Fourth-Down Conversions 4-7 69 
Conversion Pet. 57.1 66.7 
Avg. Time Of Possession 30:16 29:44 
Scoring 1st 2nd 3rd 4th OT TOT 
Nebraska 27 5159 48 0 185 
Opponents 24 «573 30 0 174 


Oklahoma State 
Oct. 13 


Location: Stillwater, Okla. 
Enrollment: 31,800 

2007 record: 3-3 

Coach: Mike Gundy, 3rd 

year 

Series: Nebraska leads 36-4-1 


11:30 a.m., FSN Pay-Per-View 
Memorial Stadium, Lincoln, Neb. 


Quick Facts 


Oklahoma State blew a 17-0 half- 
time lead as Texas A&M rallied for a 
24-23 victory in College Station. 

OSU shut out a Big 12 
Conference opponent in the first 
half for the first time since holding 


North South 

WLELWLE WLELWLE 
Colorado 20 42 TexasA&M20 51 
Kansas 10 50 Oklahoma 11 5 1 
Missouri 10 5 0 TexasTech 11 5 1 
Nebraska 11 4 2 Okla.St. 11 33 
Kansas St. 11 3 2 Texas 0242 
lowa State 0 2 1 5 Baylor 0233 


Saturday, Oct. 6 
Missouri 41, Nebraska 6 
Kansas 30, Kansas State 24 
Colorado 43, Baylor 23 
Texas Tech 42, lowa State 17 
Oklahoma 28, Texas 21 
Texas A&M 24, Oklahoma State 23 


Baylor to zero points in the first half on 
Nov. 13, 2004. 

The Cowboys finished with 259 
yards passing and 200 yards rushing. It 
is the fourth time in the last five games 
that the Cowboys have reached the 
200-200 mark. 


Cowboy to Watch 


Wide receiver Adarius Bowman has 
continued to put up 
big numbers after a 
breakout season in 
2006, when he fin- 
ished with 1,181 
yards and 12 touch- 
downs, earning him 
Big 12 offensive 
newcomer of the 
<3) year honors, This 

transfer from North 


season, the 
Carolina has 38 catches for 621 yards 


and six touchdowns. 


Texas A&M 
Oct. 20 


Location: College Station, 
Texas 

Enrollment: 46,587 

2007 record: 5-1 
Coach: Dennis Franchione, 5th year 
Series: Nebraska leads 10-2 

Time TBA 
Memorial Stadium, Lincoln, Neb. 
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THE PAUL FELL PREDICTION 
OKLAHOMA 


OCTOBER 13, 2007 
OKLAHOMA State OFFENSE THE COWPOKE PLAN TO SHOOT DOWN THE HUSKER 


WR 12 A 64 220 Sr HOMECOMING CELEBRATION BLOWS UP INSTEAD! 
80 ‘cus Conner 6-1 200 So. 
i 76 all Okung* 65 290 So 
67 4 almoore 6-6 305 Jr. 
LG 61 David Koenig*** 65 295 Sr. 
77 Noah Franklin 6-5 310 So. 
(c) 54 Andrew Lewis 6-5 295 So. 
74 Grant Garner 63 280 Fr 7 
RG 6-5 295) Jr. 
6-4 305 So. | t 
RT 66 290 So 
6-5 300 RFr f 
TE 66 260 dr. 
6-4 245 Jr 
wR Broadway* 60 195 Si | 
Ne eateate Saco aie Oct. 
QB 11 Zac Robinson* 6-3 205 So. 
14 Bobby Reid** 6-3 235 Ji 
RB 22 Dantrall Savage" 5-9 195 3 13 L U 
Faas ohn Uonneen cee ae Brian Hill Mike Babcock TerryDouglass SeanCallahan Merlyn Klaus 
47 Jeremiah Burton 61 240 Jr Editor Cont. Editor GL Independent KFAB/Rivals.com WOWT-Omaha 
PK 85 Jason Ricks** 6-2 200 = Jr. (Guest 
Oklahoma State Nebraska 38, Nebraska 42, Nebraska 35, Nebraska 41, Nebraska 34, 
OKLAHOMA STATE DEFENSE @Nebraska Okla. St. 34 Okla. St. 38 Okla. St. 24 Okla. St. 31 Okla. St. 24 
DE 97 Marque Fountain* 62 260 Sr. 
98 Derek Burton* 6-5 265 So. 
92 Tonga Tea Jr 
bhelcelslersychanariseuamleshieco nd Missouri Oklahoma 30, Oklahoma 35, Oklahoma 24, Oklahoma 48, Oklahoma 38, 
Bl . ae ae @0klahoma Missouri 24 Missouri 21 Missouri 3 Missouri 34 Missouri 23 
DE 6-2 240 Sr. 
63 255 Sr 
OLB. a aie ae Colorado Kansas St. 20, Kansas St.21, Kansas St. 17, Kansas St. 27, _ Kansas St. 20, 
MLB 62 235 So. @XKansas State Colorado 17 Colorado 10 Colorado 10 Colorado 24 Colorado 10 
6-2 240) Jr. 
OLB 63 225 So 
S| 
cB Bit 478 ae Isu LSU 27, LSU 28, LSU 44, LSU 38, LSU 31, 
es rat ae @Kentucky Kentucky 20 Kentucky 24 Kentucky 24 Kentucky 35 Kentucky 27 
26 Quinton Moore* 5-11 185) Jr. 
SS 20 Andre Sexton* 6-1 210 So 
25 Clint Coe 62 195 Sr last Week 13 3-1 31 34 3-1 
CH) 27, 61 210 Sr. 
27 Boe get al Season 14-10 19-5 11 19-5 16-8 
PB 61 195 Jr 
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CHAMPIONSHIP GAME DVD! 


FostOs 


The Complete 1996 Fiesta Bow! 
National Championship Game 
in Full Screen Digital Video 


7 NEBRASKA 62 
January 1, 1°96 faaespeineey 


Ps 
ORIGINAL NETWORK BROADCAST 


1996 NATIONAL 


1998 Orange Bowl National Championship 


os 


oe 


The Complete 1998 Orange Bow! ® 
National Championship Game 
in Full Screen Digital Video 


NEBRASKA 42 
TENNESSEE 17 


ORIGINAL NETWORK BROADCAST 


1998 NATIONAL 


CHAMPIONSHIP GAME CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 


The complete full-screen digital video 
original network broadcast of 
Nebraska’s 62-24 rout of Florida in 
the 1996 Fiesta Bowl title game on 
Jan. 1, 1996. 


The complete full-screen digital video 
original network broadcast of 
Nebraska’s 42-17 win over Tennessee 
and QB Peyton Manning in the Orange 
Bowl in Coach Tom Osborne'’s finale. 


Shop 24/7 at www.SHOPuuskerslllustrated.com 
Telephone 800.524.9527 


‘Stabilizer’ A 


Junior Gates 
an important 
role player 
for Huskers 


By Bob Hamar 


manda Gates is a 
giver. 

She gives her time, 
effort and everything 
else she has to the 

Nebraska volleyball team. Gates isn’t 
a star, and may never be, but the jun- 
ior middle blocker from Columbus is 
an important role player for the 
Huskers. 

Gates is what coach John Cook 
calls a “stabilizer,” a player who 
waits in the wings and is ready when 
they get their chance. 

“You have what I call ‘aircraft craft 
carriers,’ you have your winners and 
your competitors,” Cook said. “Then 
you have your stabilizers, your role 
players, those people who are going 
to work hard and give to the team.” 

Cook actually looks for players 
like Gates when he recruits. You can’t 
have a team and a bench full of air- 
craft carriers. If you do, someone isn’t 
going to be happy. 

“You can learn a lot through the 
interaction of recruiting,” Cook said. 
“For example, Amanda, if there’s 
somebody’s birthday she’ll make 
them a birthday card. When she was 
in high school, she would send us her 
prom picture with a note, just always 
thinking about other people first.” 

Gates may be a giver, but she’s 
also a competitor and wants to be on 
the court. She started 11 matches last 
" season during Nebraska’s national 


Junior middle blocker Amanda Gates was called on to start the Texas A&M match championship run, most of those 
and responded with a career-high eight kills. early in the season. 
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lways Ready 


“ ... Then you have your sta- 
bilizers, your role players, 
those people who are going to 


work hard and give to the 
team.” 


— NU coach John Cook 


Gates didn’t play a lot during the 
2006 postseason, but she replaced a 
struggling Kori Cooper in the nation- 
al championship match and got a big 
kill, two blocks and one spectacular 
save under the net that led to a 
Nebraska point. 

“I’m confident in my abilities, but 
it’s not always easy to be confident,” 
Gates said. “When you haven’t seen 
the court for a while, you just have to 
believe you can do it because you’ve 
done it before. You just make plays. 
You want to be the girl making 
plays.” 

Gates always has the best interests 
of the team in mind. When you play 
for Nebraska, the ultimate goal is 
always a national championship. 
That's what keeps Gates going. 

“It’s for the team,” Gates said. 
“You have to understand your role. 
The bigger picture is winning a 
national championship. Whatever 
you have to sacrifice to do that, you 
find a way to do it, and you bring it 
every day in practice. 

“It’s competitive every day in prac- 
tice. Sometimes you don’t get on the 
court, but you work as hard, so you 
know you’ve done everything you 
can control.” 

Gates didn’t play much the early 
part of this season. She had just five 
kills in Nebraska’s first nine matches, 
but when Cooper came down with a 
viral infection late in September, 
Gates was ready to step in. 

Gates started the Texas A&M 
match Sept. 22 in place of Cooper and 
responded with a career high eight 
kills on .429 hitting with a pair of 
blocks. 

Gates said she knows she has to be 


ready to play in every match. 

“I’ve been trying to do that my 
whole career, just always preparing 
like I’m going to go in,” Gates said. 
“You can never let up. You just have 
to be ready to go. Hopefully it pays 
off when I go in. I just have to keep 
working hard.” 

The Husker players certainly 
understand the importance of Gates 
and the other bench players. 

“We've got great depth,” Cooper 
said. “That shows. Even if somebody 
does go down, we still have another 
person there who can get a kill. That’s 
really important, and that’s why we 
play so well as a team, because we 
have so much depth. We have players 
who step in, and everybody plays 
their role. That’s what makes our 
team work. 

“It’s great that we have Amanda 
there to step in and do a great job. 
That shows the depth of our team.” 

Cook calls Gates the “ultimate 
team player,” who is ready whenever 
she’s needed. 

“We always talk to them about 
how your role players handle their 
roles determines how good a team 
you’re going to be,” Cook said. 
“Amanda embraces whatever role she 
has. When she gets her chance, she 
does great. 

“It’s really rewarding as a coach to 
see that. She’s a great example for the 
rest of our players, but also our team 
trusts her a lot. When she goes in, I 
don’t think we really miss a beat.” 

Cooper returned to the lineup 
Sept. 29 and immediately slammed 15 
kills and hit over .700 against Baylor. 
Cooper has taken control of that posi- 
tion and is a solid No. 1, but if Gates 
is needed again, you know she'll be 
ready to go. 

That’s because Gates remembers 
what it was like to win a national title, 
and she wants to have that feeling 
again. 

“I can’t even describe the moment 
after winning a national champi- 
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onship,” Gates said. “But I know one 
thing: Nobody can every take that 
away from you. It’s just something 
that will be with you forever. I can’t 
even explain what a great feeling it 
is.” 
Bob Hamar covers the Nebraska volleyball 
team for the Grand Island (Neb.) 


Independent. He can be reached at 
bob.hamar@theindependent.com 


AVCA Showcase 
At Qwest Center Omaha 
Aug. 24 vs. Tennessee W 3-0 
Aug. 25 vs. UCLA W 3-1 
Holiday Inn Classic 
NU Coliseum/Qwest Center Omaha 


Aug. 31 vs. Creighton (NU) W 3-0 
Sept. 2 vs. Penn St. (Omaha) W 3-0 
Sept. 3 vs. Cal Poly (NU) W 3-0 


Ameritas Players Challenge 
NU Coliseum 


Sept.7 vs. Duke W 3-0 
Sept.8 vs. New Mexico St. W 3-0 
(Home matches at NU Coliseum, unless noted) 
Sept. 12 Texas W 3-0 
Sept. 15 @Texas Tech W 3-0 
Sept. 22 Texas A&M W 3-0 
Sept. 26 @Kansas W 3-0 
Sept. 29 Baylor W 3-0 
Oct.3 Kansas State W 3-0 
Oct.6 @Colorado 7:30 p.m. 
Oct. 10 lowa State 7 p.m. 
Oct. 13 @Oklahoma 1 p.m. 
Oct. 17. @Missouri 6:30 p.m. 
Oct. 20 Kansas TBA 

Oct. 21 Hawaii (Devaney) 5 p.m. 
Oct. 24 @Texas 6:30 p.m. 
Oct.31 Missouri 7 p.m. 
Nov.3  @Kansas State 7 p.m. 
Nov.7 Colorado 7 p.m. 
Nov. 11. @lowa State 3 p.m. 
Nov. 14 @Texas A&M 6:30 p.m. 
Nov. 17 Oklahoma 7 p.m. 
Nov. 21 @Baylor 6:30 p.m. 
Nov. 24 Texas Tech 7 p.m. 


Nov. 29-Dec. 2 
NCAA First/Second Rounds 
At Campus Sites 


Dec. 7-8 
NCAA Regionals 
At Campus Sites 


Dec 13-15 
NCAA Final Four 
At Sacramento, Calif. 
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She Knew 


She wanted 
to Pitch 


Husker junior Hill 
got an early start 
on her softball career 


By KATELYN KERKHOVE 


t was just a simple game of 
catch. 

Molly Hill, her parents 
and her brother would walk 
out to the ballpark right by 
their house in Carroll, Neb., 

and play catch. It was a simple game, 
but there was something interesting 
about it — Hill could really throw. 

These games started when Hill 
was 6-years-old. By the time she was 
8, she was staying after her softball 
games to watch the “big girls” play. 
The first time she stopped to watch 
from behind the fence she was 
awestruck by the teams’ pitchers. 

“T just knew I wanted to do that,” 
Hill said. “It was fun, (to be) the cen- 
ter of attention, (to) get to touch the 
ball every time. So I went home and 
told my dad. He started catching for 
me right away.” 

It wasn’t until Hill was 10 that she 
actually saw the mound. She remem- 
bers her first game, not because she 
struck someone out for the first time 
ever, but rather because she walked 
so many batters. 


Working her way up the ranks, 
Hill was seeing the mound for her 
Wayne (Neb.) High School varsity 
team and other club teams by her 
sophomore year. That’s when 
Nebraska coach Rhonda Revelle 
made her first appearance. 

“T played for a team out of Lincoln 
and we were at an Omaha tourna- 
ment, and Coach Revelle showed up 
at one of our games,” Hill said. “I was 
really excited. I didn’t ever find out 
who she was there to watch, but I 
pitched well. She showed up at my 
state tournament games the next year, 
so I kind of had a feeling.” 

When Revelle heard this, she just 
laughed. “That's just Molly,” she said. 
“It’s like, who else would I be there to 
watch? She was the most touted 
pitcher in the state at that time!” 

This humble and naive attitude 
toward her talent is something Hill 
has worked with since they met. 
Revelle said. During her career at 
Nebraska so far, Hill has made a 
name for herself as a Cornhusker and 
as a Big 12 Conference athlete. 


Hill opened fall play by tossing 


two shutouts Nebraska- 
Omaha. 

In 2007, she posted the lowest 
earned-run average in the Big 12 at 
1.05. She was the fourth underclass- 


man to lead the league in ERA since 


against 


Molly Hill became the second Nebraska pitcher to lead the Big 12 in ERA, finishing at 


1.05 last season as a sophomore. 


the league was formed in 1996. Her 

ERA also ranked ninth nationally. 
You wouldn’t know it, however. 
There isn’t a moment that stands 

out to Revelle as being THE moment 


of Hill’s improvement, nor is there a 
shocking series or a grand play. It’s 
been many moments over the course 
of the last few years that have shown 
Hill’s abilities, and all of them make 


www.huskersillustrated.com 


her one of the Huskers’ go-to pitch- 
ers. 

“T really think it’s been more of a 
progression more than an ‘ah ha’ 
moment,” Revelle said. “She’s been 
very relentless in this pursuit of 


developing into this complete pitcher 
— physically, emotionally and intel- 
lectually. I think that’s the ‘ah ha,’ just 
attacking every aspect of her pitch- 


One aspect Revelle said that makes 
Hill stand out is her ability to slow 
down the game mentally. Pitching 
isn’t just about throwing hard, 
about understanding and rea 
batters, positioning and_ pitching 
strategy. For Hill, this is something 
she’s learned from Revelle and from 
watching former Nebraska pitcher 
and three-time all-conference honoree 
Ashley DeBuhr, who graduated last 
year. 

As her talents continue to develop, 
Hill said there is still one thing she 
fights with every game, something 
that has little to do with the technique 
of throwing the ball — nerves. 

Standing on the mound today may 
seem different than years ago, but it 
still brings the adrenaline that Hill 
. But she’s learning to deal 
with that as well. 

“1 don’t think I look like it any 
more,” Hill said. “I’ve really worked 
on my breathing and slowing myself 
down. It relaxes your body. I’ve 
reached out to my teammates and 
learned how to keep myself in the 
moment through keeping them in the 
moment. I’m a lot better at that this 
year.” 

Revelle said Hill’s battle with her 
nerv omething a lot of athletes 
deal with, especially when they are in 
high-pressure situations. The fact that 
Hill has been able to understand and 
conquer it is a great sign. 

With everything Hill has been able 
to omplish, Revelle said it’s 
because of her dedication, something 
that makes her a great leader and 
team captain — even though Hill 
would never admit it. 

“She pretty much stays the course, 
keeps her eyes on her target, but I told 
her, her work on and off the field is a 
great role model for everybody and 
anybody,” Revelle said. “It comes 

; more loudly than you think it 
does and she’s more of a leader than 
she gives herself credit.” ll 


can’t sha 
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Learning About Lite 


Walk-on no longer 
plays basketball 
to be like Mike 


By Mike Babcock 


hen he was younger, Paul Velander 

thought he might play in the NBA 

someday. Most young players with an 

aptitude for the game envision such a 

future at some point, regardless of the 

odds. And Velander was no different. 
“In the back of my mind I was thinking, ‘It’s possible,’ ” 
he said. 

After all, he was successful. And he had a proper role 
model in Michael Jordan. 

Velander wanted to be like Mike, growing up in 
Blacksburg, Va. The Nebraska junior was a “very serious” 
soccer player as a youngster but gave up the sport. The 
reason? 

“Michael Jordan didn’t play soccer,” he said. 

“1 played all sports when I was young. As soon as I 
could play catch or throw a ball, | was playing. But I chose 
basketball as my main sport because of Michael Jordan 
and the Bulls.” 

That Jordan played for the Chicago Bulls might have 
had something to do with it. Velander has family in the 
Chicago area. His parents met at Illinois Benedictine in 
Lisle, Ill. — they were students there at the same time 
Cornhusker football coach Bill Callahan was playing 
quarterback, in fact. 

“Isn't it funny how that works?” said Velander. 

Anyway, the Chicago-area connection might explain 

his interest in the Bulls, and Jordan specifically. But it goes 
beyond that. “Growing up watching him, he was like 
Superman,” Velander said. 
He no longer plays basketball to be like Mike, of 
course. And he doesn’t play to retain a scholarship 
because he doesn’t have one. He’s a walk-on, paying his 
own way to play. 

“I’m playing the game because there are a lot of bene- 
its,” he said. “You learn a lot about yourself. You learn 
about life. That’s honestly why I’m playing. I realize my 
uture’s not in basketball. 

“It’s not the first reason I came here.” 

The first reason he came to Nebraska is family. His 
father, Bill, was a chemical engineering professor at & 
Virginia Tech before taking a similar position at Nebraska. Paul Velander hit 32 3-pointers last season as a sophomore. 
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Paul wanted to be close to family. “That was the only rea- 
son, really,” he said. 

His brother Chris is a high school student, and his sister 
Claire is a freshman at Nebraska. An older sister, Lauren, is 
still in Blacksburg, doing a medical internship. 

Leaving Blacksburg was difficult. But the decision to do 
so wasn’t. 

“Family won out, bottom line, snap of the fingers,” he 
said. 

Velander redshirted his first season at Nebraska, then sat 
out most of his second season because of an ankle injury that 
required surgery. He played only 3 minutes in two games. 

Last season, he played in 27 games, starting once. “I’m 
not the same player I used to be in terms of what I can do,” 
he said. “I’ve had injuries. I’ve been knocked down. 

“But I think I’m getting my athleticism back.” 

He was a four-year varsity starter in high school, scoring 
more than 1,000 career points and hitting better than 40-per- 
cent from 3-point range — a skill he provides Doc Sadler's 
team. 

Even though he no longer aspires to continue playing 
beyond his college career, “I still put in the time, man,” he 
said. Sadler wouldn’t allow anything less, scholarship or 
not. 

“Doc, one of his big slogans is: Don’t cheat yourself. 
Don’t cheat your teammates. And he told us when he came 
here he’s not going to cheat us out of any moment,” 
Velander said. 

With him and five other walk-ons, plus the 13 healthy 
scholarship players, the “dynamics will be different” when 
practice officially begins on Oct. 12, said Velander. 


Men‘s/Women’s 
Bracelet All-Star 
$99.95 


Men’s/Women’s 
Leather All-Star 
$89.95 


Husker Tim 


Checks payable to: Huskers Illustrated, PO Box 1498, 
Shelbyville KY 40066 

Order number: 800-524-9527, 859-278-3477 (fax) 

Credit cards accepted: MasterCard, Visa, Discover 

Sales Tax: 5.5% Nebraska State sales tax is included 


Men's Rookie 
$39.95 


in product prices. Sales tax will be 
deducted from out of state orders. 
Shipping: $10. UPS ground ship- 


for delivery. 


“We have a lot more guys. Last year, I think, it was more 
intense in some ways because we only had nine or 10 guys. 
We had to prepare for the worst . . . we just didn’t have as 
many guns.” 

Last year, everyone was new to Sadler. This year, a few of 
the players are familiar with his system. Still, there are eight 
new scholarship recruits, most of whom arrived over the 
summer. 

That provided an opportunity to get to know them in a 
more relaxed atmosphere. “Ultimately, when you step on 
the floor, whether they’re your best friends or not, you play 
together,” Velander said. “You learn to work with each 
other. But it does help to have experience with each other, 
know each other’s game a little bit and feed off each other's 
strengths because we know what those strengths are.” 

The veterans can help the newcomers adjust. But not 
every freshman has to be drawn out of a shell. “If you're 
outgoing, you're going to be outgoing,” said Velander. 

Ryan Anderson, for example. Though he was a freshman 
a year ago, “I learned a lot from him, just because of the way 
he brings a spirit of competitiveness and honesty, just being 
himself all the time, coming into a new situation,” Velander 
said. “I saw a lot in him. 

“A lot of the new guys have the same qualities.” 

So veterans can also learn from freshmen and junior col- 
lege transfers. 

“Like right there, a nice moonwalk,” said Velander. 

Ade Dagunduro had just passed by on his way to the 
training room to get taped. The junior college transfer 
moonwalked his way through the training room door. 

“Exactly, a perfect example,” Velander said. 
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BASKETBALL SEASON 
[5S COMING 


> Daily Hoop Updates 


> Hoops Recruiting Videos 
> Expert Analysis 


> Exclusive Basketball Message Boards 


ARE YOU A SERIOUS BASKETBALL FAN? 


Nebraska Basketball is heating up and the breaking news is starting to pour in. 
Huskerslllustrated.com is committed to bringing you all the latest huskers 
Basketball updates on a daily basis, just like a true huskers fan would want. 
Visit Huskerslllustrated.com and check out the many features for Husker fans. 
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your fan's FULL 
NAME 16 times as 
_ the hero for the 
Huskers. Includes 
| the sound effects” 
(Tunnel Walk, fight 
song, etc.). 10 
thrilling: minut 


Order Toll Free 


Sophomore defender Carly Peetz (middle) is congratulated by teammates after scor- ‘ Lt BOWE 24. e ‘5 cy 
ow a “he 


ing her first goal of the season in Nebraska’s 1-0 victory over Oklahoma in the Big 12 


a (ie & 
opener Sept. 28 at the NU Soccer Field. (More in Notebook on page 35) . 
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NOTEBOOK 


"Take Ownership’ 


The pitchers had just started off, following baseball 
practice at Hawks Field on a late-September afternoon. 
“They're about to go on a 5-mile run, after a long day,” 
coach Mike Anderson said. 

Actually, the run would be only 4 miles on this particu- 
lar day. 

“Freeman got it,” said first-year pitching coach Eric 
Newman, who knocked off a mile. So the pitchers would 
have to make only 16 trips around the warning track, 
instead of 20. 

Four trips to a mile, or three 
around the concourse. 

“Freeman” was Matt 
Freeman, a freshman right-han- 
der from Elkhorn, Neb. At the 
end of practice, Newman told 
the pitchers he was going to 
pick a freshman at random, and 
if that freshman could describe 
the “wheel” pick-off move with 
runners at first and second, he 
would reduce the distance. 

The description had to be 
perfect. And Freeman was, 
though he almost “screwed it 
up,” Newman said with a 
laugh. “He got to right here, 
and he goes, ‘Then I go here and 
I count 1,001 and then...’” 

Newman demonstrated how 
Freeman paused, then turned 
the right way. 

“Weber goes, ‘It’s just an 
involuntary twitch,’ ” Newman 
said, with another laugh. 

“Weber” was Thad Weber, a 
senior right-hander. 

Regardless of the distance, 
the pitchers are working harder 
than they’ve worked “in a long, 
long, long time. They're busting 
their tails,” said Anderson. 
“Obviously, | wouldn't be criti- 
cal of anything in the past. | 
would just say it’s a different discipline. And I think it’s 
building confidence.” 

That’s important for a staff with limited experience. It 
includes 10 freshmen and redshirted freshmen, and five 
who pitched last season, combining for 14 of Nebraska’s 32 
victories. 

And 10 of those 14 belonged to senior Johnny Dorn. 

Six of seven drafted underclassmen signed. Weber was 
the only one to return. Newman knew what he was getting 
into with the pitching inexperience when he accepted the 
job. “We got a great coach who says, ‘That's all right. 
Develop them. What a great place to be,’ ” Anderson said. 

“It’s a great role to be in for him.” 
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Eric Newman is Nebraska’s new pitching coach, after 
spending five years at Dallas Baptist. 


Newman isn’t alone is dealing with youngsters. The ros- 
ter lists 17 freshmen and redshirted freshmen overall, and 
Anderson’s focus in fall practice is to get them to take own- 
ership in the program. 

He tried to make that clear from the time they stepped 
on campus to begin classes. He wants them to accept lead- 
ership responsibilities, and to that end, “I just flat-out told 
them,” he said. “I’ve had them more in my office this year 
than I’ve ever had before, asking that young group, our 
new kids, to really take ownership. That's what I’m trying 
to say: ‘Take ownership in this 
program immediately.’ ” 

Not every young player 
understands. David Stewart, 
a freshman outfielder-first 
baseman from St. Louis, is 
“kind of, ‘Yes sir. No sir. You 
bet, I’ll get it done, ” said 
Anderson. 

“Then he goes out and does 
that on the field. You've got a 
few others that are looking at 
you like, ‘I don’t really know 
what you're talking about.’ 
But it’s OK. It’s what fresh- 
men are.” 

This isn’t uncharted waters, 
really. Anderson recalls the 
fall of 1998, when Will Bolt, 
Adam Stern and John Cole 
arrived as freshmen. “Those 
three guys showed up with 
their hair dyed blonde, and 
we had to send them back to 
the dorms and tell them never 
to come back that way,” 
Anderson said. 

The three made mistakes, as 
all freshmen do. “But they 
were talented kids and good 
kids,” he said. “And they 
worked hard for this pro- 
gram. It really is similar to 
that stage.” 

Nebraska advanced to the College World Series for the 
first time when they were juniors. 

Freshmen can take leadership, as sophomore outfielder 
DJ Belfonte did last season. 

“About halfway through the year is when I recognized 
I needed to put him in a leadership role,” Anderson said. 
“We use the term leadership loosely, but if I can give them 
those roles and they can take them, the more power to 
them, the more ownership they have. DJ started doing that 
on the field, off the field, in recruiting; you name it. He 
wants this team to be great in every aspect.” 

Seeing young players develop is gratifying for a coach, 
especially in an accelerated situation such as this. “It feels 
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like kids growing up in your family,” 
he said. “We're close to being halfway 
through fall, and I’m __ going, 
‘Geeminee Christmas, we need this 
and this. We need more time for this.’ 

“But I will say this also, this is a 
group where there has not been one 
day, not one day where they haven't 
had great energy. So I’m very, very 
pleased with this group.” 


VETERAN LEADERSHIP, TOO 

Enabling young players doesn’t dimin- 
ish the importance of veterans such as 
Dorn, Weber and Jake Opitz, a senior 
infielder. “Those guys want to be good, 
and I've already sat them down and said, 
‘Listen, in order for us to get where we 
want to be, we’ve got to have freshmen. 
We've got the high end here (veterans) 
and we've got the freshmen here. For this 
team to be good, they've got to meet your 
level. We can’t drop down to that level,’ ” 
Anderson said. “So we've got to push the 
freshmen up.” 


NO CAPTAINS 

Anderson hasn’t named captains the 
past couple of seasons and probably 
won't ever again. “The captain thing isn’t 
a concern of mine,” he said. “I've said 
many times | learned that from Mark 
Marquess at Stanford. He said, ‘Mike, it 
took me 18 years to figure that out. | 
stopped having captains 18 years into my 
program.’ He says what it is, is elected 
leadership versus leadership that you can 
develop. 

“You'd rather work on the develop- 
ment of it.” 

No captains doesn’t mean no leader- 
ship. “You have on-the-field leadership. 
You've got pitching leadership. You've got 
practice leadership. You've got each guy 
in a different role,” he said. 


FALL ROSTER 

RHP: Erik Bird (Jr.), Joe Broekemeier 
(RFr), Johnny Dorn (Sr.), Matt Freeman (Fr.), 
Casey Hauptman (Fr.), Mike Mariot (Fr.), Mike 
Nesseth (RFr.), Aaron Pribanic (Jr.), Thad 
Weber (Sr.), Sean Yost (Fr.). 

LHP: Zach Cargill (Fr.), Ryan Christensen 
(Fr.), Brian Feekin (RFr.), Zach Herr (Jr.), Dan 
Jennings (Jr.), Eric Rose (RFr.). 

C: Mitch Abeita (Sr.), Drew Gray (Jr.), Joe 
Huwer (Fr.), Tyler Rank (Fr.). 

INF: Andy Cotton (RFr.), Dan Johnston 
(Fr), Ben Kline (Fr.), Jake Mort (Jr), Jake 
Opitz (Sr.), Brett Sowers (RFr.), Jeff Tezak 
(Sr.). 

OF: DJ Belfonte (So.), Clay Cuno (Jr.), 
Andy Gerch (Sr.), Bryce Nimmo (Sr.), David 
Stewart (Fr.), Nick Sullivan (Jr.). 

UTL: Craig Corriston (Sr.). 

Though listed on the fall roster Gerch, 
Tezak and Broekemeier aren't practicing. 
Gerch underwent shoulder surgery in 
August and might not play in the spring. 
Tezak underwent surgery for a sports her- 
nia and Broekemeier is sidelined with a 
shoulder problem. 

Fall practice is scheduled to end with 
the Red-White series Oct. 17-19. 


VICK MITS 


REALLY UNDEFEATED 

The No. 1-ranked Husker volleyball team swept Baylor 30-15, 30-12, 30-13 at the 
Coliseum in its last match in September to finish the month without dropping a game. 
The Huskers won nine September matches 3-0. It was the third time Nebraska has 
gone through September without dropping a game. The Huskers were 11-0 in 
September of 1995 and 7-0 in September of 1976. Going into October, Nebraska had 
been extended beyond three games only once, in a 3-1 victory against UCLA at the 
AVCA Showcase on Aug. 25 at Qwest Center Omaha. 


CONFERENCE PLAY BEGINS 

The Nebraska soccer team opened Big 12 play with a 1-0 victory against Oklahoma 
at home. The victory was the Huskers’ third in a row for the season and their 12th in 
a row in conference openers. They have never lost a conference opener. They are 12- 
0, outscoring their opponents 40-5. Sophomore Carly Peetz scored the goal against 
Oklahoma, her first of the season, on a header in the fourth minute. Junior Selenia 
lacchelli made the assist. Freshman Jessica Mills was in goal for the Huskers. 


BEST SINCE 1999 

Freshman Lara Crofford led the Husker women’s cross coun- 
try team to a fifth-place finish at the Roy Griak Invitational in St. 
Paul, Minn., in late September. Crofford finished 20th individu- 
ally, one of three Huskers in the top 30. The team finish was 
Nebraska's highest at the event since 1999. Minnesota won the 
women’s competition, followed by Arizona State, Michigan 
State and UC Santa Barbara. 

The Husker men finished 15th at the meet, their best there 
since 2002. 

Husker women: 20. Crofford (21:58.2); 23. Ari Goldstein 
(22:02.5); 28. Joslyn Dalton (22:06.2); 42. Natalja Zarcenko (22:27.8); 
51. Rachel Carrizales (22:37.8); 67. Jen Pancoast (22:52.2); 144. Jen 
Webers (24:09.5); Elizabeth Marsh (25:47.2). 

Husker men: 43. Todd Guilizia (25:38.0); 84. Peter van der Lara Crofford 
Westhuizen (26:07.9); 86. Kyle Custer (26:10.9); 115. Peter Falcon 
(26:36.9); 122. Matt Conahan (26:43.3); 125. Vince Sickler (26:45.0); 128. Bryce Somer 
(26:46.9); 132. Brad Doering (26:49.2); 138. Ethan Luebbe (26:59.5); 154. Mikel Thomas 
(27:18.1); 163. Eric Thies (27:28.9); 188. Alec Maduza (28:24.0). 


SI MENTION 

Cornhusker linebacker Bo Ruud and his brother Barrett earned mention in the Oct.1 
issue of Sports Illustrated, in the Who's Hot section. “Bucs linebacker Barrett Ruud 
picked one off to seal a win over the Rams (he also has an NFL-high 24 tackles), while 
little brother Bo did the same (and returned it for a TD) as Nebraska beat Ball State. 

Barrett, the leading tackler in Cornhusker history, also made the issue’s “The Pop 
Culture Grid,” noting among other things that the one thing he would refuse to eat are 
green beans and that nothing annoys him more than “rowers going by my condo at 
6 a.m.” 


CAN'T PLEASE EVERYONE 

Cornhusker quarterback Sam Keller doesn’t have to make everyone happy. “I told 
Sam the only one he has to please is me. ‘Don’t worry about anyone else. As long as 
you do what we're asking you to do you'll have no problem here,'” coach Bill Callahan 
said recently. 

“That's all | want him to focus on, to do his best job for the team and the offense, 
to put the ball where it needs to go. He’s not let me down at all. He’s learning and 
growing.” 

Keller has quickly become a team leader. 

“| have a lot of confidence and belief in his abilities,” said Callahan. 

That confidence has been justified by Keller’s play. 


MORE KELLER 

Keller's passing release might seem unorthodox to some but not to Callahan. “He 
has a real quick release. He has a very fast trigger,” Callahan said. “It is smooth in my 
eyes. | think he has excellent accuracy, location and ball placement.” 


OFF TO CANADA 

Keller's predecessor, 2006 Big 12 Offensive Player of the Year Zac Taylor, returned 
to Nebraska after being cut by the NFL’s Tampa Bay Buccaneers. He was attempting 
to make the team as a free agent. Though he could not coach, he was a regular at prac- 
tice before signing a contract with the Winnipeg Blue Bombers of the Canadian 
Football League on Sept. 19. 
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ACROSS 

1 Larry Asante’s home state 

6 Wears No. 9 (offense) 
10 Oklahoma State nickname 
11 Oklahoma State color 
13 Oct. 27 opponent 
15 Opponent in 2008 opener 
16 NU’s 2006 bowl game 
19 1992 Outland Trophy winner 
20 2001 All-America guard 
24 1994 Outland Trophy winner 
25 Passed for NU’s first TD vs. lowa 

State 

26 Wears No. 7 
28 Ex-Husker with St. Louis Rams 
29 Ex-Huskers with Tennessee Titans 


DOWN 

2 Ex-Husker with Houston Texans 

3 Wealthy Oklahoma State alum 

4 NU’s 2005 bowl game 

5 2001 All-America defensive back 

6 Nov. 3 opponent 

7 Former NU assistant on Oklahoma 

State staff 

8 Wears No. 25 

9 Wears No. 9 (defense) 
12 Scored 2 touchdowns vs. lowa 

State 
14 Oklahoma State campus location 
17 Had 2 interceptions vs. lowa State 
18 Lydon Murtha’s home state 
19 Defensive tackle from Oregon 
20 Armando Murillo’s home state 
21 Scored NU’s first TD vs. lowa State | 
22 Wears No. 77 
23 Oklahoma State head coach 
27 Leading tackler vs. lowa State 
Answers in Oct. 20 issue 
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Tal IDEAS? 

DO YOU HAVE SOME INSPIRATION 
FOR A HUSKERNUTZ CARTOON? 
IF WE USE YOUR IDEA, WE'LL GIVE 
YOU CREDIT AND SEND YOU AN 
AUTOGRAPHED FULL-COLOR PRINT 
OF YOUR HUSKERNUTZ CARTOON! 


SEND IDEAS TO: PAUL FELL CAR- 
TOONS, 3215 JAMESTOWN LANE, 
LINCOLN, NE 68516 OR EMAIL TO: 


paulfellcartoons@alltel.net 


OCT. 6 CROSSWORD SOLUTION 


Aa err 
SAI 

ol teee, 

IT TAKES YOU LONGER TO GET READY ON GAME DAY 


THAN IT DID FOR YOUR BRIDE TO PREPARE FOR THE 
WEDDING. 
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10 Years Aco... FF 


Huskers Illustrated looks back 
at some of the top stories of 1997 


Oct. 25, 1997: 
Volume 17, No. 13 


1997 MEN’S BASKETBALL PREVIEW 
Determined to get back to the NCAA 
Tournament after a three-year exile, 
Nebraska will look to replace low-post 
force Mikki Moore with a more aggressive 
defense and perimeter-oriented offense. 


STATE: THE WORLD NEEDS 
MORE LUES 
What point guard Tyronn Lue lacks in NBA size, he 
makes up for in heart and character. 


OVERVIEW: PULLING FOR A PATERNO SLIP 
Nebraska has its sights set on Kansas this week, but the 
team will also be looking for a Penn State miscue. 


HUSKERS SHAKE MONKEY, 
TEXAS TECH WITH 29-0 WIN 
Never let it be said the Nebraska Blackshirts lack an 
appreciation for the Homecoming tradition. After all, 
they've celebrated Homecoming the past two seasons by 
posting shutouts. 
A year ago, they blanked Baylor 49-0 in the Homecoming 
game — their only shutout of the season. And last Saturday 
afternoon, they held Texas Tech scoreless in winning 29-0, 


KANSAS PREVIEW EDITION 
= = 


much to the delight of a Homecoming 
crowd of 75,764 — and to the delight of 
defensive tackle Jason Peter as well. 

“It feels good. It feels real good,” said 
Peter. “We've been hoping for a shutout all 
season. We're all happy with the way the 
defense played. It’s a monkey off our backs 
now. 

“We got that shutout, and we feel good 
about it.” 

The good feelings were justified. The 
shutout was earned. Texas Tech took only 
eight offensive snaps on Nebraska's side 
of the 50-yard line, and the Red Raiders 
could get no closer to the Nebraska end 
zone than 36 yards. They got there on their 
first possession and had to settle for a 52- 
yard field goal attempt by Jaret Greaser. 
The kick went wide, and Greaser suffered a 
broken right leg. 

That's pretty much the way an otherwise pleasant 
October afternoon went for Texas Tech. “There's not a 
whole lot to say when you get thoroughly manhandled,” 
Red Raider coach Spike Dykes said. 

“| thought Nebraska’s defense was relentless.” 

The statistics support such an assessment. The Red 
Raiders managed only 127 yards, their lowest total since 
1982, and their rushing net was a paltry 17 yards. That trans- 
lated into six first downs and a lot of frustration. “We just 
had a hard time all day with our offense,” said Dykes. “We 
really did. 

“Their defense was every bit as good as | thought they 
would be.” 

The Cornhusker defense had the offense to thank for that, 
according to All-America rush end Grant Wistrom... 


HERE’S THE 
SEASON TICKET 
TO YOUR 
FAVORITE 
COLLEGE TEAM 


Are you a college sports 
fanatic that has to know 
everything about your team? 
Then the magazines listed on 
the right are just for you! 
In-depth football coverage, 


ARKANSAS - Hawgs Illustrated 
AUBURN - Inside the Auburn Tigers 
FLORIDA - Gator Bait 

FLORIDA STATE - Osceola 

INDIANA - Inside Indiana 

IOWA - Voice of the Hawkeyes 
KENTUCKY - The Cats’ Pause 

LSU - Tiger Rag 

LOUISVILLE - SportsReport 
MARSHALL - Herd Insider 

MIAMI - CaneSport 

MICHIGAN - The Wolverine 
MICHIGAN STATE - Spartan Magazine 
NEBRASKA - Huskers Illustrated 
NORTH CAROLINA - Carolina Blue 
NORTH CAROLINA STATE - Wolfpacker 


800-757-6277 
334-887-7100 
800-782-3216 
800-725-4321 
800-282-4648 
888-474-8669 
800-641-3302 
888-328-4437 
888-800-8635 
877-800-HERD 
800-635-2263 
800-421-7751 
800-421-7751 
800-524-9527 
888-827-4335 
800-421-7751 


20 issues 
10 mags, 12 newsletters 
30 issues 
34 issues 
26 issues 
25 issues 
35 issues 
33 issues 
38 issues 
29 issues 
20 issues 
26 issues 
18 issues 
19 issues 
21 issues 
12 issues 


NOTRE DAME - Blue & Gold lliustrated 
OHIO STATE - Buckeye Sports Bulletin 
PENN STATE - Blue White Illustrated 
PURDUE - Gold & Black Illustrated 
SOUTH CAROLINA - Spurs & Feathers 
TEXAS - Horns Illustrated 

VIRGINIA - Cavalier Corner 

VIRGINIA TECH - Hokiesports 

WEST VIRGINIA - Blue & Gold News 
NEVADA-RENO - Wolfpack Edge 


800-843-4747 
800-760-2862 
800-282-1629 
800-876-GOPU 
803-256-1789 
877-34-TEXAS 
800-421-7751 
540-231-4134 
304-291-2242 
775-787-3343 


20 issues 
30 issues 
27 issues 


player features, opponent previews, 
exclusive recruiting updates plus loads of inside 
information from columnists and reporters with 
complete access to America’s top athletic 
programs are delivered straight to your door. 


26 issues 
35 issues 
9 issues, 8 newsletters 
10 issues 
33 issues 
30 issues 
12 Issues 
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Only 
Memories 


Good plays in short supply 
on 10th anniversary of remarkable moment 


ANY HOPE OF INVOKING the past (and 
we're not talking about the immediate past 
here) quickly disappeared as Missouri took the 
opening, kickoff and drove to a touchdown, 12 
plays, 80 yards. 

Less than 5 minutes into the game, the 
Tigers led 7-0. 

Any hope of Nebraska’s responding, to set 
the stage for an offensive shootout, quickly 
faded as the Cornhuskers ran three plays and 
punted on their first possession. 

On its second possession, Missouri drove to a touchdown, 11 
plays, 79 yards, 

Just over 10 minutes into the game, the Tigers led 14-0. 

So much for suspense. So much for a signature Nebraska 
victory, whatever that means. Whether or not 
coach Bill Callahan would get a “signature victory” 
was a hot topic throughout the week. 

A victory of any sort would have sufficed, large, 
small or any size in between. 

In addition to the signature-victory talk, the 
week included discussion of Matt Davison’s catch 
to send the 1997 game at Faurot Field into overtime 
and preserve Nebraska’s national title hopes. 

This year’s game was the 10th anniversary of 
that remarkable moment. And Davison did the 
obligatory interviews, sharing recollections of a 
different time and place. 

During Nebraska’s weekly teleconference on 
Tuesday, quarterback Sam Keller said he didn’t 
know much about the series. But he knew about 
Davison’s catch. 

“Everyone has heard about that,” he said. “It’s a pretty big, 
play.” 

Check that. It was “a pretty fantastic play,” said Keller. 

Good plays, much less fantastic ones, were in short supply 
this time. The Cornhuskers kept battling. Give them credit for 
that. But after the first quarter, and certainly in the second half, 
it was a game in search of a final score. Missouri had too much 
offense, no surprise there. And the Tigers’ much-maligned 
defense stepped up. 

There was a time when Nebraska had the Tigers’ number, of 
course. 

Tom Osborne's teams won 19 in a row against Missouri, and 
Bob Devaney’s teams were 7-4. 

But Missouri has always seemed something of a sleeping 
giant, with a strong recruiting base because of its proximity to 
the St. Louis and Kansas City areas. And the Tiger offense 
reflected that. 

Tight ends Chase Coffman and Martin Rucker and wide 
receiver and kick returner extraordinaire Jeremy Maclin are 
among, the in-state players who make coach Gary Pinkel’s 
potent spread offense go. 

The key to the system, however, is junior quarterback Chase 


BABCOCK 
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Fourth-year head coach 
Bill Callahan is now 2-2 
against Missouri. 


Daniel. And he’s from Texas. 

Two years ago, when Brad Smith was running the offense 
and leading Missouri to a 41-24 victory, Pinkel played Daniel 
early in the game, to prepare him for the time when Smith 
would be gone. 

Last season in Lincoln, the Cornhuskers contained Daniel. 
They used an alignment with three down linemen, moving 
end Adam Carriker inside, two linebackers and six defensive 
backs, one of whom, true freshman Major Culbert, lined up as 
a “joker.” 

Culbert’s job was to shadow Daniel, which he did well 
enough. 

Culbert began this season as an I-back. He carried five times 
for 35 yards against Nevada, with 17 of the yards coming on a 
touchdown run. The week before the Iowa State game, he 
returned to defense, leading to speculation that he 
might reprise his role against Missouri this year. 
He played only on special teams. 

In a quirk of symmetry, the Cornhuskers had 
lost by identical 41-24 scores the last two times 
they came to Columbia. Both times, things fell 
apart in the second half — in 2003, the collapse 
didn’t come until the fourth quarter. This time, 
Missouri took control early and never looked 
back. 

This time Missouri scored 41 again. But 
Nebraska managed only two field goals. 

The Tigers even scored a touchdown on a fake 
field goal, adding insult to injury. Callahan was 
asked about the priority of using a fake field goal 
with the outcome decided. 

“Not my concern,” he said. 

Nebraska once dominated this series. In the 10 games prior 
to 1997 and “the catch” the Cornhuskers outscored Missouri 
by an average of 48-10. The Tigers are now exacting long- 
awaited revenge. 

Missouri handed Devaney his first loss as Nebraska’s 
coach, at Lincoln in 1962. And the Tigers did the same for 
Osborne, at Columbia in 1973. In fact, Osborne’s teams lost 
four of their first six games against Missouri. 

But the current stretch of Missouri games here is unprece- 
dented in the last half century or so. 

Early in the week, Callahan said he was familiar with 
Davison’s catch in 1997. “I coached Jerry Rice and Tim Brown,” 
he said. “But Matt Davison has more notoriety than any of 
those all-pro receivers.” 

Nebraska's receivers weren't the problem on this night. 

“We have to go back and regroup,” said Callahan. 
“Anything can happen. We just have to pull together.” 

That was apparent early on. 


Mike Babcock is a former sports columnist for the Lincoin Journal 
Star. He has covered Nebraska football for nearly 30 years. Mike can 
be reached at VBABCOCK1@neb.rr.com 

or RO. Box 6782, Lincoin, NE 68506. 
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Every Friday morning join hosts Coach Ron Brown, 
the FGA staff, and Gordon Thiessen. Topics are 
prepared in order to address the connection between 
God and sports by how to do sports God s way. 


FELLOWSHIP OF 
CHRISTIAN ATHLE 


vw£er ae 


(RTT. 


Fellowship of Christian Athletes ¢ 6400 Cornhusker Hwy Ste 200, Lincoln NE 68507 
402-464-2343 www.nebraskafca.org 
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